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SERMON, 

&c, &c. &c. 


I Chron. xli. 2-* 

And of the children of JJfachar^ which were 
men that had underflanding of the times^ 
to know what Jfrael ought to do: the'heads 
of them were two hundred^ and all their 
brethren were at their commandment. 

I N this chapter we have an account of the 
perfons tliat aflociated with David, fhewed 
him favour, and affifted him when he was 
obliged to flee from SaqI ; and alfb of thofe of 
the feveral tribes of Ifrael, and the numbers of 
them that came to him in Hebron, after the 
death of Saul and Abner, to make him king 
over all Ifrael. And among the reft, thofe of 

B 2 the 



the tribe of Ifiaclia^r^ petitioned; who, 
but few, but two HwMtlpd, when tliolc thnt 
came out of the other tribes were fcvei al tliou- 
iands; yet being the principal men of the tribe, 
and having all their brethren at their covi^ 
Mandment and beck, it was as well as if tlie 
whole tribe, l^d come in a body ; and bcfides, 
being men of Ikill and underftaiuling in certain 
affairs, had an influence over all the tribes ; for 
they knew and could tell all Ifrael what they 
ought to do ; and lb muft be very beneficial and 
lifeful to David at this jiuidture. 

What the under/landing of thefe men lay in, 
is noteafy to fay ; interpieters are divided about 
it: fome take them to be chronolosers, or aflro- 
nomers, whole Ikili lay in the computation of 
times, in fixing the beginning of the year, and 
the beginning of the month, and In the interca¬ 
lation of the year; and lb were very Ibrvlceable 
to Ifrael, to let them know wlieii tiie new year 
began, when it was new mooii, when it was 
right to’ iiitercalate the month Adar; as tlicy 
fometimes were obliged to intercalate a whole 
inonlh together, to make their account of time 
c6me right; and when to keep their feafrs of Pafl- 
over, Pentpcoll:, and Tabernacles: hence it is 
thought this tribe is faid® to call the people to 


a Deut. x:^xui. 19, 
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the mountain ; to the place of worfhip, the ta- 
leriMcle or temple in mount Zion ; they^e they 
fiall ojfer facrijices of righteoiifnefs : and this 
is the gcmral lenfc of tlie Jewiih writers. ^ 
Were this tiie true fenfe of the words, and known 
to be fo; fince this is the day in which a late 
a£t of parliament c, concerning altering the ftyle 
of the year, begins to take place, it might be 
thought that my vfew in readij>g this paflage of 
Scripture was to amufe you with the difference 
of old and new ftylc, and to (hew you the fupe- 
rior excellency and ufcfulnefs of the one to 
the other : but as this is an affair that^is not 
within my province, fo I have that which is of 
greater moment and, importance to lay before 
you. Others chute to call them affrologers, who 

^ The ’Targum of the place is, ** Of the children of the Iflkc- 
“ har there were fuch who wev ikilful in the knowledge of 
** times, (/'. e. chronologers) and wife to fix the beginnings of 
“ the years, and the be.;innings of the months, and to interca- 
i* late the months and the years; dextrous at fettling the new 
** moon, and fixing the feafts (or appointed times) in their fea- 

fons; well verfed in the fewr revolution; aftrologers that 
** had underjlanding in the planets and ftars, to know what were 
“ fit for the houfe of Ifrael to do.” To which agree Kimchi* 
Ben Melech, and Yakut in luc. and Berelhit Rabba, §. 72, foU 
64. 2. See alfo the Targum and Jarchi on Deut. xxxiii. 19. 

c Entitled, An Aft for regulating the commencement of the 
year, and for coirediing the calendar now in ufe, made in the 
twenty-fourth year of the reig® raajefty king George the 
Second. 


had 
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liacl ikill in the motions and revolutions of th® 
hcavetily bodies‘l, and their influences upon the 
earth, which they had learnt from their neigh- ^ 
hours the Phoeneclans ; or ellc, being a people 
much employed in husbandry, hence it is faid of 
this tribe, that it Ihw that the land was pleajant^ 
to till and manure, it delighted in agriculture; 
and bowed his fioulder to hear and carry in 
the corn when ripe : .and dwelt in tents to keep 
its fields, or look after its flocks; they by fre¬ 
quent and coiiflant obfei-vations liad acquired a 
fort of rnftic aftrology f, and could dii'cern the face 
of the heavens, and prognofticate wiiat weather 
it would bc; and tlicy knew the proper times 
and ieafons of doing bufincfs ; and lo ccAild in¬ 
form lirael, or the refl of the tribes, wlien they 
fliould plow, and low, and reap, and plant, and 
the like. Others think they were hiflorians and 
annalifts, fuch as thole in Ellh. i. 13. wheie the 
fame phrafe is uieJ of thole whom Ahalucrus 
conluited, when Vafhti his queen refuted to 
come into his pretence H: his command, to know 


a Hence h faid, that the flandard of this tribe was dyed 
black, and had painted on ir the fun and moon, becaufe it is faid 
of them, 1 Chron, xii. ,32. of the thilaren of Iffacbar, that had 
ttnafrJianM*’g of the tiniet^ &cc. Bcmidbar Rabba, §. 2. fol. 1^8. 3* 
c Gen. xlix, 15. Dent, xxxiii, i8, 

f Vid. roil Syuopf, in loc. 
f- 


of 
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f 

of them what had been done In fuch cafes in 
times paft s : and fo thcfe men \vere well verfed 
in the hiftory of ancient times, and had m^e 
their obfervations on things that had been done 
in former times ; and were capable of giving 
advice what fhould be done in like circumftances. 
Though others feem more rightly to interpret 
this underftanding of theirs of political prudence; 
they were men that knew how-to time things, 
when was the fitteft opportunity to do any 
thing : and whereas tljc prefent buiinels was to 
turn the kingdom of David, they faw, and (q 
acquainted the reft of the tribes, that tl^s was 
the proper time to do it in, now Saul was dead, 
and Abner alfo, a powerful commander in the 
intereft of his fiimily, and David was the moft 
likely perfon to humble the Philiftines, who of 
late had been fo vidborious over Ifrael. Befides, 
they knew that there was the word of the 
Lord ^ for it, ver. 23. or a prophecy that had 
been given out, that lie (hould be king, which 
was known in Saul’s life-time, and with which 
he himfelf was acquainted; for fo faid he to 

S By whom Abeii Ezra underftands either aflrologers, or 
fuch who knew the time that was palTed in the reigns of antient 
kings, hiilorians ; and the Targum on the place exprefly in¬ 
terprets it of the children of Iflachar. 

k The decrees of the word of the Lord, as the Targum. 

o 

David, 
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Dav id, I know well that thou /halt furety be 
king,•and that the kingdom of tfrael jlall be 
efablijled in thine hand '; and thefe men knew 
that the time was now come, and all circiim- 
fiances concurriii'T, thtv told Ifrael wliar thev 

w 0 . 

fhould do at this jnndure^. .The nic that I 
fhall make of this, fliail be to accomodate the 
paffage to the prophetic times, and the know¬ 
ledge of them, tiie prek-nt one-, or what may 
be coming on ; and fliall ium up the wliole in 

the following obfervation*: 

* 

Thnf thoic who have any luiderftanding of 
prophetic times, relating to the church of God, 
and interefl of Chrift, ihould Inform the true 
Ifrael of God,' what they ought to do in them, 
or in the profpecl of them. 

I. There are fome times fixed in prophecy, 
which by diligence, attention, and application, 
men may arrive to fome underftanding of. There 
are indeed fome times and feafons, the know¬ 
ledge of which is not to be attained unto ; and 

> X Sam. xxiv. 26, 

k Jarchi’s npic on the place is, ** For they knew howr to 
** give counfel according to the nature of every cafe; fur 
•* David had need to take advice how the kingdom might be con- 
firmed from before the children of Saul.'* 


It 
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it would be wrong, as well as hi vain, Curioufly 
to fearch into them. It is not for us to know 
the times or the fcafous^ which the Father hath 
put in his own power ; for he has determined 
the times before appointed^ when every thing 
that he has purpofed oi* proinlfed fhould come to 
pafs; and he has fixed a time for every purpofe 
under the heaven^ for the performance of every 
thing he has defigncd fliall he; a time to be 
horn^ and a time to die^ and for every inter¬ 
mediate event ^; but thefe times are not kuowr? 
before-hand, until things are brought into 
execution. There are others, and very re¬ 
markable events, the times of which are pointed 
at in prophefy; and which, with diligence and 
application^ the knowledge of them may in f^me 
meafure be attained unto: as for inftance, the 
firft coming of Chrlft ihto this world to fave 
tnen \ the time f{)r it was not only agreed upon, 
and fettled between the Father and the Son, 
called the fulnejs of time'^^ but there were fe- 
veral prophetic hints of it; nay, not only was 
it deferibed by fome general circumftanccs, as 
that it fliould be before the fecoiid temple was 
deftroyed, fince he was to come into it, and 
while the feeptre was in the tribe of Judah ; 

J AOs i. 7. 26. Ecd. ili. r, 2. 


c 


m Gal. iv. 4. 

but 
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but the precife time was fixed by Daniel’s fc** 
venty ^weeks, or 490 years, which were to 
commence from a date given him; and before 
the expiration of which, the Mefiiah was to 
come; and fo as he, by reading Jeremiah’s 
books, knew the time when the Babylonifli 
captivity ihould end; another, by reading his 
propliecles, might know when the Mefiiali 
would come: and accordingly, about the time 
W’hcn thofe weeks were drawing near to an ex¬ 
piration, there were many that were looking for 
the Mcffiah, and redemption by him, as know¬ 
ing that it was about the time, by tlicfe Weeks, 
that he fhould come Tiiere is a time fet for 
his fecond coming, and God in his times will 
p.^ew him, or caufe laim openly to appear; and 
though he will come in an*hour we kiK)w not 
of, yet there are fome circumflinces pointed 
out in the w^ord of Qo^, by which it may be 
known that ,jt is nigh at hand; ‘ as that tlie 
day when the Son of Man fhall be revealed 
(hall be as the days of Noah and Lot, when 
men indulged themfelves in pleafure, lived iu 
great, fecurity, unaware of the ruin coming 
upon them; and that when the Son of Man 
cometh, faith will not be found in ike earth^\ 

B See the Watchman’s Anfwer, p. 20, 21, 22. 

B Luke xvii. 26. 28, and xviii. S, 


whether 
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whether this be underflood of the grace or doc¬ 
trine of fiuth, or of faith with refpc< 5 l to Chrifl*s 
coming: and when we compare thefe things 
with the prefent times, and coni'ider the luxury, 
love of pleafure, carnal fecnrity and infidelity 
that abound among us, we might conclude that 
the coming of Chrifl is jufl at hand; were it 
not that there are many things,, which require 
time, yet to be fulrillcd, previous to it, as the 
dcflriuSlion of Antichrifl, the convcrfion of the 


JcWvS, and the bringing in the fulnefs of the^ 
Gentiles. So the laft judgment, which will 
take place at the fecond coming of Chrifl, and 
is mofl certain, being early known, and often 
fpoken of; Enoch, the feventh from Adam, 
prophefied of it, and of Chrifl’s coming to it; 
the day is appointed when it will come'on, 
though of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
not the angels in'heaven, but the Father only ; 
but then the principal things that fhouJd come 
to pafs, relative to the church, between the firft 
and fecond coming of Chrifl to judgment, are 
fignified to us in the book of the Revelation ; 
and by diligence, attention, and application, 
the underftaiiding of the times of their fulfil¬ 
ment may be come at. The flate of the 
church in all ages is defcribed by the feven 
churches of Afia, which were prophetical em- 

C z bleiiis 
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blems and reprcfentations of it. The truly 
ftolical church is hguihed by tlie church at 
Ephefus, which could not bear therp that were 
evil either in doclrine or pra6lice : the church 
under the ten perfecutions is represented by the 
church at Smyrna, which had tribulation ten 
days. And thofe that lived in the timc*.^ of 
Conftantine, that had a fpiritual difcerning of 
things, when they faw the riciies and glory of 
the world brought into the church, migiit know 
that they were in that flate which was poiutal 
at by high towering Pergamos, And fucli who 
were in the darkell times of Popery, who had 
any fpiritual light into things, miglit fee that 
they were in the Thyatirian churcli-flatc, in 
which Jezebel taught her pernicious doctrines, 
and the depths of Satan, and the myflcrics of 
iniquity were pradlifed. As we now, by com¬ 
paring our cale with what is laid of tlie church 
at Sardis, m‘'^y perceive that we* are in the 
Sardian church-ftate; and fo may ariive to 
fome under {landing of the times in which we 
are, and what are yet to come ; as the Phila¬ 
delphian church-llate, which will bring on the 
fpiritual reign of Chrlft, in which there will be 
an open doot of the gofpel, large converfioiis 
of Jews and Gentiles, much holineis and bro¬ 
therly love, and i'pirituality j after which 

the 
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the church, l)cliig proud of its gifts, and the 
spirit witlidrawii, it will fink into lukewarm- 
iiefb and fecurity ; which will bring on the 
J_>aodiccan ftatc, which will ifliie in the general 
judgment, as its name lignifies tlie judgment of 
the people!’. Moreover, there are certain very 
memorable events, the dates of which are per- 
emtorily fixed; as the treading of the holy city 
forty-two months; the witnefles prophefying 
in fackcloth, and under dif'eouragements, a 
thoufand two hundred and threefcore days : dur¬ 
ing which term of days alfo the church is to be 
jiourifhed in the wildernefs even for a time, and 
fimes, aqd half a time; and power is given to 
the bcaft, or aatichriflj to continue forty and 
two months 4 . All which began, and will end 
together; for thefe dates are exa< 5 lly the fame, 
one thoufand two hundred and fixty days being 
equal to forty-two months, and forty-two 
tnonths to one thoufand two hundred and fixty 
days, reckoning thirty days to a month, as was 
ufed in the Eaftern nations ; and could we be 
certain when thefe dates begin, we (hould have 
no difficulty about the expiration of them, or 
}iow long it is to it; good men have been milf- 

taken 

P See Dr. More on the feven churches, and my Expofiition of 
the fecond and third chapters of the Revelation. 

q Rev. xi. 2 , 3. andxii. 6. 14; and xiii. 5. 
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taken in their calculations for want of this! 
bowtJver, though wc can come at no certainty 
as to the precise time when thcfe things fhall 
be, yet fome dcgr<,c of undcrftanding of thefe 
times may be come at; and from the circum- 
ilances of things it may be concluded, that 
tiiele dates can’t reach beyond an hundred and 
fifty years more, and it may be they may expire 
jnuch fooner. 

In the annual fermon delivered to you about 
tills time laft year, an*d fince publifhed, you 
will remember I gave you fome account of the 
revolutions of morning and night which have 
been, and will be to the fccond coming of Chrift; 
and how that we arc entering into a dark night, 
the thickeft darknel’s and midft of which will be 
the time of the flaying of the witnefles; af¬ 
ter which a glorious morning will break forth; 
and it fhaii be faid to the church, Arife, fiiinc^ 
for ihy light is come* And now what 1 fhall 
further do, and which is my principal view in 
reading thefe words, is to fliew that this affair 
is not to be Confidercd as a mere nicety, as a 
inatter of ipcculatlon only, but as what fliould 
influence our pra^ice. Theory without prac¬ 
tice is of liitlc avail; all knowledge is to be re¬ 
duce^ to pra^lice; and leeing thefe things fhall 

be^ 
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be, and thefe times will come, what manner of 
perlbns ought we to be in all holy converfa* 
tion and godlinefs ^: I (hall therefore attempt 
a pra<$^ical improvement of thefe things, and 
what you may call, if you pleale, an applica* 
tion of my former difcourfe referred to ; which 
brings me to obferve, 

IL The things which thofc who have (kill 
ill prophetic times ftiould make known to the 
Ifrael of God, as what they ought to do in 
fucli times, or in profped of thole to come* 
And, 

Firjl, There are fome things which true If. 
raelites ought always,“and at all times to do 5 
even eve7y good work^ which they fliould be 
always ready unto, and Ihould pray to Ged to 
pcrfeEt and fit them for, and make fruit* 
fid and ejlablijh them in I lhall briefly con- 
fider, I. What thefe are, 2. The neceffity of 
doing them, and why, and for what purpofes 
they ought to be done. And, 3. That of all 
men, Ifraci, or Ifraclites indeed, ought to do 
thefe things* 

*■ 2 Pet. iii, 1 1 , 

Tit. iii. i, Heb. xiii. 2t, Cul. i. 10. 2 Theff. ii. 17, 

j. What 
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t* Whclt tliefe good works are, that fhoiitd 
be done} and it may liot be amil’s to fliew, ftrfh 
what a good work is ; it is often faid that nv)t 
nouns but adverbs make good works ^ that it 
is not merely doing honuvi a good thing, but 
doing that good thing bene well; which is 
what the apoftle calls ‘ well-doing t an action 
may be materially good, when it Is not cir->> 
cunt/iantially fo. The cirCumftances requifite 
to a good work, and by which it may be de ¬ 
fined, are, that it mufl: be according to the de¬ 
clared and revealed will of God, mufl: fpring 
from love, be done in faith, in the name of 
Chrift, and to the glory of God. If any of 
thefe circumflances are wanting, it is not pro¬ 
perly a good Work. It miift be a part of that 
good, perfect, and acceptable will of God ; or 
otherwife it will come under the denomination 
of will-worfhlp, or voluntary humility, and 
will be rejedled by the Lord as not being required 
by him. By this rule many things will be ex¬ 
cluded from the name of good works, which 
may have a fhew of devotion and fan£lity *, as 
the traditions of the elders among the Jews* 
and many things done by Paplfts and others, 
which may carry an appearance of religion and 



* Gal* vi. 9. 
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piety ifi them. It muft alfo fpring from love to 
God ; charity is the end of the commanejment, 
and love ilie fulfilling of the law ; this is not 
only tlie matter of it, but the fource of obedi¬ 
ence, which Ihould be yielded to it; not through 
fear of puniftiinent, or hope of reward, but 
without any finifler, felfifh, and mercenary 
views, in pure affection to God that requires it; 
and that work is heft done thalt is done in the 
view, and under the influence of the love of 
God, It mu ft be alfo. done in faith, the thing 
itfelf muft be believed as right to be done; fot* 
Tjohatfoever is not offaith is Jin ^: and it Ihould 
be done in the exercife of faith on God that en¬ 
joins it, and on Chrift; in whom alone it is ac¬ 
ceptable ; For zvithout faith it is impojjible to 
pleafe God ; and therefore what is without it 
cannot be a good work: the apoftle puts the 
fiiperior excellency of Abel’s I'acrifice to Cain’s, 
not fo much upon the matter of them, though 
til ere was a difference between them in that re- 
Ipecl, as upon the manner of performing them, 
the one being done in faith, the other without; 
By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent 
facrijice than Cain ^ : as faith without works 
is a dead faith, fo works without faith are dead 


I I'U.in, 'Mjv. 23. 


" ilib. >.i. 

1 ) 


lb, \ er. 4. 

works 
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Works alfo. A good work muft be done in the ^ 
name: .and flrengtli of Chri/l, without whom 
we can do notliing fpiriritually good and accep¬ 
table to God. If we pray, it muft be in the 
name of Chrift, wliich is always prevalent; if 
we give thanks, it muft be to the Father, in 
the name of our Lord Jefus; if we give an 
aliTifdeed to any of his people, it muft be in his 
name, and bccaiife they belong to him ; What- 
[never ye do in zvord or deedy do all in the 
name of the Lord Jefiosy: and every good 
vVoik muft be directed to the glory of God ; if 
men feek themlelves, the applaufe of men, 
their own glory by wliat tlicy do, as the Pha- 
rifees did by their prayers and almlHeeds, their 
Works cannot be properly called good works. 
But to proceed to the particulars of thofe things 
%vhicli true Ifraclites ought always to do. 

(i.) Every thing that relates to God, his 
will, and his worftiip. Every thing that is of 
a moral nature, or belongs to the moral law; 
for though the law is abolifticdj as it was a mi- 
niftration of Mofes, and as it is a covenant of 
works; and as to juftification by it, and the 
curfe and condemnation of it j yet is to be re¬ 
garded as a rule of walk and converfation ; and 

y Co!, ii!, 17. 

. i>cliGver3 
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, believers are not rcithout laxo to God, and are 
under the laxv to CJirift ' as Kins; and Law- 
giver. Morality, In its utinoft extent, in all its 
branches, ouglit to be attended to, not only 
what is in the decalogue, or ten commandments, 
but whatever is to be found ellewhere# The 
decalogue is a good lyftcm of laws drawn up for 
the ufe of the Jcwifli people ; but as all that is 
in it is not moral, fo the whole of morality is 
not contained in that body of laws; and not only 
what is in that, but every thing of a moral na¬ 
ture that is to be found in any part of the word 
of God, either in the Old or in the New Tefta- 
^ent, whether in David’s Pfalms, Solomon’s 
Proverbs, the writings of the prophets, Chrlft’s 
fermons, or Pauls epiftles, or any othei's, is to 
be obleryed and done. 

Likewife, whatfoever is of divine appoint¬ 
ment, of pofitive inftitutlon relating to the 
worfhip and fervice of God; not indeed any 
thing of this kind that was under the former 
dlfpenfation, fuch as circumcifion and other 
rites of the ceremonial law, the law of com¬ 
mandments contained in ordinances now abo- 
Jifhed: Let no man judge you in meat or in 
drinks or in refpeEl of an holy day^ &c. that 



[ zo ] 

is, let no man condemn vou for the non-obtcrv-: 
ance of thefe things ; which are a Jhadow ojJ 
things to come, but the body is of ChriJ} ‘‘ .* but 
every thing of this nature under the golpel-dil- 
penfation ought to be carefully obferved and 
complied with ; the ordinance of baptiim ought 
to be fubmitted unto, and the Lord’s fupper 
Ihould be kept as it was inflitutccl, and all 
things which Chrill: lias commanded (hould be 
done; all his precepts (hould be elfeemtd, and 
impartially regarded; Ifratl fhould walk in all 
tl^e commandments and ordinances of tlic Lord 
blamelefs ; the aflembly of his faints (liould not 
be forfikcn; his word fhould be conflantly 
heard, and every ordinance kept as delivered ; 
and the Lord our God fliould be worlhippcd, 
and he only fliould be ferved. 

Particularly, the duty of prayer fliould be 
attended unto ; men fhould pray without ccal- 
ing ; our Lord put forth a parable to encourage 
his people to pray always, and'not faint: 
prayer in the clofct fliould be conft.intly kept 
up; When thou praye/i, fays Chrifl \ enter 
into thy clofet, Sic, and prayer in the family 
Ihouid be daily ufed ; if ncglefed, God will 
refent it: he will pour out his fury on the fa- 
milies that call not on his name ^: prayer is a 

a Col. ii. i6, i;'. b Matt. vi. 6. c Jer.x. 25. 

power* 
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pcnvcrful means of keeping np the fpirit and life 
pf rdlgioi), and without it, it caiiiiot b.e kepi 
up with vigour. Praying, lays a good man ct, 
will either make you leave oil' finning, or lui- 
ning will make you leave off praying. 

(2.) Every thing which concerns our fellow- 
creatures, wdiether as men or Cliriftians, oudit 
to be done by the lirael of God; they jfhould 
love their neighbours as thcmfelves, and do that 
to men which they would have done to them- 
fclvcs; nay, it becomes them to love their 
enemies, to do good to them that hate themv 
to feed them wlien hungry, and give them 
drink when thirfly, and to overcome evil with 
good. And as for tlieir fellow-chriftians, they 
Ihould by love ferve them, both in things tem¬ 
poral and fpiritual 5 they fhould do good to all, 
but efpccially to the lioufliold of faith : they 
Ihould bear one another’s burdens, and fo fulfil 
the law of Chrift; they fhould fupport the 
weak, and comfort the feeble-minded; they 
fhould give advice and counfels where it is 
wanting, pray with, and for one another, and 
build up each otlier on their moft holy faith. 
But I go on to fhew, 

2. The neceffity of doing thefe things, qr 
why Ifrael, or the people of God ougAt to do 

d Mr. VavsUTor Powel, 
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them: there arc certain necejpiry ufeSf as the 
ap< uK-calls them, far which good works arc 
to be* donej the queifion is, what they are? 
And, 

(i.) Negatively ; they are not to be done iu 
order to procure the love and favour of God ; as, 
if a man "would give all the JtibJiance of his 
iiouje for love^ ii zoould utterly be contemn-* 
cd^; lo, if he %vas to perform ever fo many 
good works, and thofe ever fo well, they would 
not obtain the love of God, which is altogether 
free and unmerited ; nothing out of God can be 
the caufe of it: the reafon why he loved Ifrael 
of old, and why he loves any, is, hecaufe he 
would and will love them; he will he gracious 
to whom he will be gracious z : nor are they to 
be done to make atonement for fin, or to make 
peace with God. Was a man to bring thou- 
fands of rains^ or ten thoufands of rivers of 
oiU 01 do ever fo many works of a ceremonial, 
moral, or evangelic nature, they would never 
atone for his fins; prefent fcrviccs due to God, 
can never make atonement for former tranlgref- 
fions, or reconcile finners to God; atonement 
and reconciliation for fin, and peace with God, 
are made by another hand, and in a better way, 
even by Chrift, and the blood of his crofs. 

C Tit. iii. 14. f Cant. viii. 7. g lixod. xxxiii. 19. 
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Kor are they to be done to juftify us in the 
fight of God, and to render ns accepti^,ble to 
him; there is no juftificatioii before God by the 
works of the law; were there, men would have 
whereof to glory in his prefence; but boafting 
is excluded by the law or doctrine of faith, by 
the do£lrine of juftificatioii by faith in Chrift’s 
rightcoufnefs : if rightcoufnefs was by the law 
and its works, the death of Chrift would be 
in vahi, and his obedience and fufF rings ufe- 
lefs ; but it is certain .that a {inner is juftified 
without the works of the law, and by a righ^ 
teoufnefs imputed to him without them*: nor 
are they neceflary to falvation, or to be done 
in order to procure it ;• falvation is neither ac¬ 
cording to them, nor by them; it is wrought 
out by Chrift, and is fb compleat and perfe<ft, 
that nothing can be added to it to make it morO 
fo : he is the foie author of it, his own arm has 
brought it in ; it is in him, and in no other. 
Nor are they to be performed with a view to 
merit any tiling at the hand of God: it is ini- 
poflible for a creature to merit any thing of 
God by what he does*: men may talk of en- 
thufiafts and vifionaries, but they are thegreat- 
eft, wl|p dream of the merit of their good 
works ; the leaft thing cannot be merited by 
us, not a morfel we eat, or a rag we wear, 

much 
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iniicb kfti the above tlii/igs rehiting to eterhjf 
faJvatmr. That by which we merit flioulJ 
be profitable to him of whom we merit ; 
but can a man, or any thing lie does, be 
profitable unto God ? ft fhoiild not be due 
to him of whom wc merit ; but all our 
works are due to God, he has a prior right 
to the performance of them ; what is done in a 
way of merit, fhould be done in our oWil 
jflrengtli, without any afiiflaiice from him of 
whom we fhould merit; whereas our heft works 
are done in the flreiigth of the Lord, and by the 
afliflaivce of Ins grace ; to which inay be addedj 
there fhould be fome proportion between that 
which is merited, and that by which we me¬ 
rit ; but there is none between eternal fa I vat Ion 
and our works; wherefore thefe are not the 
neceffary ufes for which they are to be done. 
But, 

(^2.^ Pofifively ; thefe things ought to be 
done, and there is a neceffity of doing them, 
with refpcdf to God; becaufe it is the will of 
God they fhould be done, he has commanded 
them, and becaufe they arc approved of by him, 
and are well-plealing to him, througL^hrift, 
when rightly done ; befides, they are tlrmeans 
of glorifying God, not only by the perfons that 
do them, but by others that behold them; for 

which 
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Wlik’li reaforj our Lord dire(Sl:s lilito them Let 
your light fo JIme before irien, that they may 
fee your good works^ and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven. They are neceflary with 
reipedt to men; they are good and profitable 
unto them ; it is fetting them a good example, 
and may be a means of recommending religion 
to them, and of foftening their*minds to an at¬ 
tention to the truths of the gofpel, and of win¬ 
ning fuch without the Word, who are not won 
by it; and, however, of putting to fhame and 
lilence fuch who are forward to accufe the good 
tonverfation of the faints. *They ought to be 
done on account of t(ie people of God them- 
felves; to teftify their fubje<aion to God, and 
gratitude to him, for mercies received from 
Ifim; to adorn the dodlrine of God their Savi¬ 
our, and to evidence the truth of their faith, 
and the fincctity of their profeffion. And they 
(hould be done on account of the works them- 
felves, becaufe they are good, honeftly goodj 
they are things honeft, juft, pure, lovely, and 
of good report \ they are pleafantly good, there 
is a pleafurc enjoyed in them; great peace have 
they '^ich love the law of God, and obey it; 
and they are profitably good, though not to 
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God ju the inftances before ineiitioiiecl, yet to 
men. ^ But I proceed to fliew, 

3. Why Ilrael, the people of God, of all 
men, ought to do thefe things; and there are 
two rcafons for it, 

(i.) Becanlc they are under the greateft obli¬ 
gations to do them. They are cholen of God 
tinto them ; though they are not chofen bccaufe 
tiicy were holy, yet tliat they might be holy in 
heart and life ; though the a£l: of eleiflion paffed 
btfore they had done citli^r good or evil, and fb 
is irrcfpcdllvc of their works ; yet they are fuch 
zokick*God hath fore-ordained that they Jl.^ouli 
Toalk in them *; and it becomes them to make 
their calling and elcElion fare ^ ; which fhould 
be done, as it feems, by foine third thing, that 
is, by good works; and fo fome copies read the 
text. They are redeemed by Chrift for this end, 
that they fhould be a peculiar people,^ zealous 
of good works ^ / and unlefs they are performed, 
this end is not anfwered; fince they are re¬ 
deemed from a vain converfation they ought 
not to follow one; and iince they are not their 
own, but are bought with the price of Chriil’s 
precious blood, they fliould glorify him in their 

k 2 Pet. i. 10. 
ni 1 Pet. i. 19. 
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body and fpirit^ which are liis. The .love of 
Chrift fhould conlfraiii them to live to him who 
died ibr them, and role again » : they are effec¬ 
tually called by his grace, and though not ac¬ 
cording to their works, yet with an holy call¬ 
ing, and unto holinefs : Inch who are called, 
ought to be holy, as he that has called them is 
holy, and fhould, by their lives and coiiverfa- 
tions, Ihew forth the prail'es of him who has 
called them out of darkiicfs into marvellous 
light. They have received many exceeding 
great and precious promifes from the'Lord, 
that he will be with them, and not leave them 
or forfake them; that he will help and 
llrengthen them, and allifl them in every duty, 
and work in them both to will and to do of his 
good pleafure; will carry on and perform his 
good work in them until the day of Chrift, and 
will be their God and Father, and they fhall be 
his Tons and daughters, and ever continue in 
this relation : and havings therefore^ thefepro^ 
onifes^ fays the apoftle", let us cleanfe our* 
fclvcsfrom all filtkinefs of the Jlejh and Jpirity 
perfeBing holinefs in the fear of the Lord : 

to which may be added, that tiiey have received 

« 
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many mercies and favours from the Lord, botfi 
temporal and fpiriuial, which they are unwor¬ 
thy of; and thefe fhoukl influence and engage 
them to the performance of good works: this 
is an argument the apoftle Paul ufes to this 
purpofe; I hefeech you, therefore^ brethren y 
by the mercies of God, that ye prefent your bo¬ 
dies a living facrifice, holy and acceptable La 
Cody which is your reafonable fcrvice^* 

(2.) Another reafon why of all men the If- 
rael of God, or his own fpecial people, ou^ht 
to* do good works, is, becaufe they are in the 
beft capacity of doing them ; nay, they are the 
only pcrfbns that can perform them aright. 
There is no good thing in nnregenerate men, 
and therefore no good thing can come out of 
them, or be done by them ; they have no true 
knowledge of that wliich is good, and much Ids 
to do it; they have no inclination or defire, nay, 
an averfion to it; they have no free-will there¬ 
unto, nor power to perform ; it may as reafon- 
ably be expected to gather grapes of thorns, and 
figs of tliiflies, as good works to be done by an 
evil mail; a wicked man is to every good 
work reprobate and unfit; but Ifraelites indeed, 
they are good men, and fo capable of doing good 
works; a man mufl: firft be a good man before 
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he can do good works: men begin at the wrong 
tnJ, when they propoi'e to do good works', iu 
order to make theinlelves good men ; the firfl 
concern fhould be to have a good work of grace 
upon the heart, which is the Lord’s work ; for 
unlefs there is a good work begun within, there 
will be no good works done witliout; the tree 
piuft fir ft be made good ere the /ruit will be 
good. Moreover, fuch are made alive by the 
grace of God; the Spirit of life from Chrift has 
entered into them; Chrift himfelf has faid to 
them whilfl in their bloody Live^» Principles 
of grace, life, and holinefs are wrought in their 
hearts, and fo they are m a capacity, under the 
influence of divine grace, of producing a<fts of 
liolincfs, or of performing good works; whereas 
men dead in trefpafles and fins, are not able to 
do any thing fpiritualJy good, and at moft and 
heft their works muft be dead works. Spiritual 
Ifrael are fuch as are regenerated and faii£tificd 
by the Spirit of God, and fo are meet for the 
matiefs ufe^ and prepared unto every good 
work **; the Spirit of God is put within them, 
to caife them to walk in the ftatutes of the 
Lord, and to keep his judgments and do them 
They are ftrengtliened by him with all might ia 
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their inward man for this purpofe. Bcfides, 
they are created in Chriff jefus unto good 
works ^; they are made new creatures in him, 
and by him, for that eod; they are branches in 
him f! !C vine, and by virtue of union to him, 
and throuj>ii abiding in him, bring fortli fruit; 
without whom they can do nothing, though all 
things through* him ftrengthening them : to add 
no more, they are believers in Chrift, and fo as 
tlicy are under obligation, as llich, to be careful 
Jo maintain good works u; they are the only 
perfoHs that can perform them in faith, without 
which a man can do nothing that is pleahng to 
God, Faith is an operative grace, it works by 
lore, and is always attended with the fruits of 
righteoufiicfs and good works ; for good works, 
as one w calls them, are fecond ads necefl'arily 
flowing from a life of faith. 

Secondly, There are fome things particularly, 
which are to he done according to the times in 
whicli the Ifrael of God Jive, or ai*e in prolped 
of. In the annual difeourfe for the laft year, 
aixl which has been publlflicd, I oblerved to 
you, that the times in which we are, are thole 
of the Saidian church, which reprefents the 
reformed churches, and the latter part of thole 

t E]»U. ii. iq. u Tit, iii. 8. 
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times; in which that church, and thofe it is an 
emblem of, would have no more than the’name 
of one, or the name of religion and Chriftianity* 
without the life and power of it; and but few 
whofe garments would be undefiled 3 and when 
there would be a letting go, and departing from 
the doctrines of the Reformation before heard 
and received; and which exactly deferibe the 
times in which we live : and therefore what is 
recommended to that church, as what ought to 
be done by them, fho’uld be obferved by us ;# 
Be watchful^ and JlrengUien the ihings which 
remain^ that are ready to die — remember^ there-' 
fore, how thou haft received and heard^ and 
hold faft and repent. And, 

I. \Vcought to^<? watchful. This concerns 
not only minifters of the word, whole fpecial 
bufinefs It is to watcii over theinfelves and 
others, to take heed to themfelves, and to their 
doftrine, and to take care of the flock, over 
which they are placed as overfeers, and fee to it, 
that they are fed with wholefome food, and are 
not infected with falfe dodlrine; but this is in¬ 
cumbent on members of churches alfo 5 what is 
here exhorted to belongs to them, as our Lord 
faid to his difciples; What I fay untoyou^ I fay 
Unto all^ Watch *; againfl; lia and the prevail- 

X JMark xiii. 37. 
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ihg vices of the age, Satan and his temptatioils, 
fali'e teachers and their pernicious doctrines; wc 
live in ehfnaring times, and therefore ought to 
be on oui* watch and guard; Times of great 
profanenefs and immorality, in which not 
only the men. of the world, but profefl'ors of 
religion, give themfelvcs great liberties* and in¬ 
dulge to a vain cohveriation ; and the more 
wicked the times are, the more cautions fliould 
we be, that we are not drawn afide by ill exam- 
• pies ; and the more fo, as they are let by fuch 
that profefs the fame name we do: Satan is very 
bufy in laying fiiares in the way of a profe/litjg 
people* In nfing all devices* and wiles, and ftra- 
tagems, to decoy them from the paths of truth 
arid righteoufnefs 5 wherefore we ought Xojuoatch 
imd pray^ that we enter not into temptation y: 
falfe teachers are every where lying in wait to 
deceive, Send therefore we ®ught tp guard againfl: 
them, and be careful that our minds are not 
corrupted by them, from theJimplicity that is 
in Chrifi »; and that we are not carried away 
with the error of the wicked “; and feeing the 
end of all things is at hand^ not only of the 
world, and the things of it in general, but of 
that church-ftate in which we are in particular; 
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!ct us therefore be fober and watch unto 

prayer b. 

The werJ here nfed in the exhortation to the 
church at Sardis, is by fome rendered awake, 
which fuggefts it to be a time of night, and fo 
of fleepinefs, as indeed it is now with us; they 
that fleep, deep in the night; night coming 
Upon us, we are fallen afleep ; we are like the 
virgins, wife and foolifh, who while the britlc- 
'groom tarried, not coming fo foon as expedled, 
M Jlumbercd and Jleptci very little lively ex- 
ercile of grace, or fervent difeharge of duty ;• 
great colduefs, lukewarmnefs, indifference, and 
backwardnefs to fpiritual cxercifes: much flug- 
gifhnefs and flothfulnefs, and a general content¬ 
ment at moft in the outward form of religion; 
it is high time therefore to awake out of Jl^ep d, 
left the day of Chrift Ihould come upon us un¬ 
awares. The exhortation of the apoftle is very 
fuitable to us; Awake thou that JleepeJl, and 
arife from the dead, and Chrifl Jkalt give thee 
lights: which words are not fpoken to dead 
finners, but to ileepy drowfy profeflbrs, got 
into the company of carnal men, dead in fins, 
from whofe converfation, which encourages a 

b I Pet. iv. y, c Mat, xxv. 5. 
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drowfy frame, they are called. And now be¬ 
ing cdled to awake, and being awake, we onghc 
to keep fo, and not fall afleep again; and the 
rather, lince the grand enemy of Chrlft and his 
churches, is buly in fowing his tares of falfe doc¬ 
trines, which to do is now his proper time and 
opportunity: ‘o^hilc men Jlept^ his enemy came 
and /owed iares^, 

2. Strengthen the things which remain, that 
are ready to die: meaning not fb much good 
^works, though thefe may be faid to be dying in 
our day, as to the performance of them, and 
may be faid to be flrengthened, when men aj e 
diligent to do their firft works ; nor the graces 
of the Spirit, for however thefe in appearance 
may feem expirlngi when not in exercife, yet 
in reality they cannot die, being the immortal 
incorruptible feed of tlie Spirit of God ; befides, 
it is tlie Lord’s work to ftrengthen thefe; ra¬ 
ther, the truths of the gofpel, preached at the be¬ 
ginning of the Reformation with great vigour and 
liveliiiefs, hut now almoftdead, loft, and buried; 
and therefore fhould be reftored, eftablilhed, and 
confirmed: but it feems heft of all to underRand 
the words of the members of this church-ftate, 
(the ta loipd) the reft of them, thofe that are 
left of the great number of them that have apof- 
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tatized, and yet in a fickly ftate, ready to give 
up their religion and profefiion ; like thofe in 
the Corinthian church, ot whom theapoftle fays. 
Many are weak and Jickly among you, and 
many Jleep s; fome were wliolly gone, had en¬ 
tirely apoftatized, and others were weak and 
tottering, and ready to give up all; now means 
ihould be ul'ed, and attempts made to recover 
thefe perlbns, whilft there is any hope of them, 
to bring them back from whence they have par¬ 
tially departed, to invigorate them with zeal for 
Chrift, and to eftablilh them in the truths of the> 
gofpel; as our Lord laid to Peter, When thou 
art converted, flrengthen thy brethren^. 

3, Remember how*'thou haft received and 
heard, and hold faft and repent. Call to mind 
the dodriiies of the Reformation, how, they 
were received when firft heard; with what at¬ 
tention and rcvererce they were liftened to; 
with what affection and joy they were received, 
though now del'pifed, dilcarded, loft and buried 
in forgetfulnefs; fuch as juftification by the 
righteoulhefs of Chrift, pardon by his blood, and 
atonement by his lacrifice : and you that know 
the worth and value of thole truths, and ftill 
have them in efteem, hold them fqft ; don t let 
them go, don’t part with them at any rate, no 

£ I Cor. si. 30. ^ Luke sxii. 32. 
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not the baft branch of truth ; give up nothing ^ 
if you would keep the enemy from witliin, pre- 
ferve your outworks, ftand by them,* quit not 
even fuch as may feem of the leaft importance ; 
difpute every inch of ground; give not way in 
any thing, nor for any time, m not for an Jiour^ 
that the truth of the gofpcl may coniimie mlh 
yow^: *tis this giving up of one thing after an¬ 
other that is tlie ruin of us ; what is the rcalon 
that dcilm has had fuch a fpread among us of 
late years ? Amonc; the itft, not only is it ow- 
ihg to the books wrote agaiiift Chriftianity, but 
to the weak anfwers to them, and feeble defences 
of it; one truth of tlie Bible being given up af¬ 
ter another, till at length there is fcarce any 
thing left worth contending for. And fo it is 
in other controvci Ties among thofe that are called 
Chriftiajis ; fomething is generally given up on 
the liJc of truth, for wdiich the writer is com¬ 
plimented as an ingenious man, and a man of 
goc'd ftiifc-: tlfr-s proves a fnare to him, and when¬ 
ever he wu ites ag.iin, he’ll give up fomething 
jnore to conf nil his ci'iai a£ler; or another will ftart 
up, and take the fame method, obferving which 
Wiiv the frream of reputation runs, wbilft thole 
esn the ofne; ii.V' Iccretly laugh at them ; and 
|;hus arewr. like iy to be wheedled and cagoled out 
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of truth, by artful and defigning men, on one 
hand, and through the wcaknefs of foiiK', on 
the other i and wc fliall have innrc and more of 
this giving up of truth, as the night we are en¬ 
tered into grows darker and darker j what there¬ 
fore we ought to do is, to get wiiat gofpel-light 
and knowledge we can, and keep what we have, 
and part with none ; but repent of our coldiiefs 
and indilTcrcnce to gofpel-truths, our inattention, 
to them, forgetfulnefs of them, and unfruit- 
fulnefs by them, and tk) our fir ft works of faith, 
love, and zeal. And to thefc things we ought to* 
do in the prefent times, may be added, what the 
apoftle directs to, when he fays; Watch ye ^fland, 
fall in the faiths quit you like men, be ftrong^% 
the former of thefe exhortations is the fame as 
before given, and the reft agree. Wherefore, 

4. Stand fad in the faith ; in the grace of 
fnltii, and in the do6lrine of it, and in the pro- 
fcflion of both; don’t depart from the faith of 
the gofpel, though you live in times that others 
do; and have lived to fee the times foretold, 
that fome Jidoidd depart from the faith, giving 
heed to feducing Jpirits ^; but in thefe departing 
times, let it be your honour tm ftand faft with¬ 
out wavering; be not moved away from the hope 
(f the gofpel m 5 from tlie gofpel itfelf, and that 
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hope whic!i it gives of falvation, hy Jefiis Clii Ifl, 
a!id eternal life thrcngh liim i /land fajl in one 
fpirit : let your whole foul and fpirit be in the 
golpel, and be zcaioufly afFe£led to it, and be 
united in \'oiir cndeavnurs to promote it; firiv* 
ing together for the faith of\i ngnlml the com-^ 
mon enemy ; coa/end caniejily for the faith once 
delvered foihe faints^', whidi is attempted to 
be wreided out of your hands, and is in great 
danger of being 1b. Let none of thefe things 
niove you from your clofoadliercnce toit, which 
are objected to it, or yon meet with on account 
of your prolcflion of it. Abide by it, though 
the greater number of men is agaiaft it, and 
thofe tiie rich, the wife, andlearned: and though 
it may be cha''ged with novelty and licentioufnefs, 
and attended with reproach and perfecution. 

5, Quit ye like men\ play the man; behave 
like ma\ of courage and valour; be valiant for 
the truth upon the earth^ ; do as the guard about 
Solomon’s bed did ; let every man have his own 
[word upon his ihtgK becaufc of fear in the 
Tiiphti^: it i. a ihgiit-feafon with you already, 
and It will lx adaikcr fill I; you’ll hear the 
noUb of theeno’uy be not terrified at it; guard 
ag iiift ih - fear,', that may feize and furprifeyou : 
rlic T.ora’s battles manfully : If the Joun- 
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daiions he deftroyed^ xohatcan the righteous do 
What indeed will they have to work, ©r build 
upon, or even to ftand on, when the foundation 
of all faith, hope, peace, and joy is removed ? 
But then they (hould not look on as idle and un¬ 
concerned fpedlators of thefe things; what can 
the righteous do? They fhould build up as faft 
as others pull down; do as Nehemiah and his 
people did, work with one hand, and hold a 
weapon with the other ^; a trowel in one hand, 
and a fword in the other. 

6. Be (irong ; not in yourfelves, but in thS 
Lord, and in the power of his might, in the 
grace that is in Chrift Jefus; go to him for 
ffrength under every trial and exercife, to carry 
you through every fervice and fuffering for his 
name-fake, and to oppofe every enemy, and to 
maintain your ground againft them; go not forth 
in your own ftrength, but depend on him, and 
his grace, which is fufficient for you; encourage 
yourfelves in the Lord your God; let not your 
Ipirits link, your hearts fail, and be difeouraged; 
but take heart, he of good courage ; conlider 
you arc engaged in a good caufe, fight under the 
great Captain of your falvation, you may be fure 
of victory in the end, and that the iflue will be a 
crown of life and righteouliiefs: wait on the 

xi. 3# Nch. iw 17. 

Lord^ 
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Lt>fd^ in tJiC way of his appointments, which 
is your ciuty, with patient fubmiffion to his will j 
until the time of your deliverance and falvationi 
comes, and he will flrcngthenyowr heart^% for¬ 
tify your minds againft fear and danger. 

y. Keep clofc to the ^vord of God; make 
that the rule and flandard of your faith and 
practice; believe not every fpirit^ or every man 
that pretends to be a fpi ritual man, and to have 
the Spirit of God ; don*t believe every thing he 
fays under that pretence^ but try the fpirii<i 
'^whether they are of Godt; try the fpiritual doc¬ 
trines he prefefles to deliver, by the w'ord of 
God; do as the noble Beraeans did, who fear died 
the Scriptures daily whether tkefe were fo as 
they were rcprefeiited by the apoftlcs; and the 
more reafon there is for fuch care and caution, 
becaufe many falje prophets are gone out into 
the worlds and deceive men, and deftroy their 
fouls by their falfe dodlriiie; to the law^ and 
to the teftimony^ to the dodlrlne of the gofpcl tef* 
tified in the facred writings, bring every thing 
they fay, and examine it by: if they fpeak not 
according to this word; if their doctrines don’t 
agree with it, can’t be proved and confirmed by 
it, it is becaufe there is no light in them ^; 

r Pfal. xxvii. 14, I John iv, i. 

'i A^As*xvii. ii» lik* viii. 20. 

though 
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though they may pretciul to great light, and even 
revelations from the Lord, yet if what tliey de¬ 
liver can’t be feen by tlie lii^ht of the divine 
word, their light is but darkiiefs ; the -word of 
the Lord is a lamp unto om feet^ and a light 
unto our paik^; and you would do well to 
make ule of it: and wlicn *s a lamp or light 
more proper for ufe than in a night-fcafon ? 
Tiic night is coming on, therefore take your 
lamp and light in your hand, the word of God, 
and walk by it: this is the more fare xoord efi 
prophecy^ by wlficli you may fafely go ; where* 
unto ye do xocll that ye take heedy as unto a. 
light that Jhincth in.a dark place^ until ihe 
day daxoTij and the day-far arife in your 
hearts y ; wliilft the night you are in continues, 
and until the monfing comes, and the day breaks, 
by the glorious appearing of the Sun of Righ- 
teouhiwli ; or, in other words, until the fpl- 
ritual reign of Chrift begins. 

8. Abide with the churches of Chrift, and 
ininifters of the gofpel, in the worflilp of God, 
and in the ordinance:, of his houfe : it is laid to the 
Goiiimendation of the tribe of Judah, Judah yet 
ruleihwithGod^and isfaithful withthefaints^; 
by no means forfake the ajfembling of your* 
[elves together^ but keep dole oi\c to anotlier; 


5^ ri’il, lOv 


y 2 Fet. i. 19, 

G 


J* Hof. xi. 12. 

and 
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and fo much the more as you fee the day aft- 
^)yoacliin<!;^; or time niul hovn* of tcmptatM'U 
coming that is to trv them that dwell itjhjii the 
earth; where the jl.cj)iLcrdJs ieiVs are do yon 
fix yours, and there abide; let nothing divert 
you, or c a life you to turn aiidetrom the chuiciies 
of Chrill:, to which you belong, nor trom his 
faithful miniflcrs ; no, let not a cry concerning 
Chrift himfelf move you from thence ; our Lord 
Jjas cautioned his followers again ft this, IJ dny 
smn Jldtill fay unto you^ Lo here is C/iriJi, or 
ihcTC^ believe it not^ ; Chrift is where you arc; 
he is preached by his niinifters, and in the 
churches you attend upon, and that is enough 
for you ; this you are certain of; it may not be 
where the cry is : however, what Operates you 
from the churches and minifters oi Chrift can 
never be right; Chrift and'his minifters, and 
churches, are not to be divided: there were fome 
in the Corinthian climcli for Paul,’ in oppofitioii 
to Apollos; and others for Apollos, inoppofttioa 
to Paul; and fome for Cephas, in oppofttion to 
Paul and Apollos; and others wcie for Chrift, 
in opppfitiun to them all; they were for Clirlft 
without his minifters ; is Chrijl divided^ from 
his minifters and froni his churches ? No, he is 
pot; and fuch are they who are for Chrift and 

c I Cor. i, 12, rj. 

no 


» licb. X. 25. b ]N|a:c. xxiv. 23. 
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uo order, Chrift, and no ordinances, Chrlfl:, and 
no minifters. * 

9. Since there is a time of darknefs, a night- 
fealbn coming on, 'Prepare to meet thy God^ 
O Ifrael^i with fubmiffion to his will, with 
dependence on him, and with expe£lation of 
fupport under the tryingexercife and deliverance 
out of it. Remember it is thy God, thy cove- 
nant-God and Father, who will never leave 
thee, nor forfake thee ; wherefore, 

10. Don’t be difeouraged, for though the af- ^ 

fiidlion will be fliarp, it will be Ihort; the fe- 
verity of it will laft but three days and a half, 
that is, three years and. ^ 5 ^ 

rious time, and a glorious Rate of the church 
will follow: and Child: has promiled, that 
fuch tliat keep the word of his patience, he will 
keep from the hour of temptation, which Jhall 
come upon all the world, to try them that dwell 
upon the earth ^ s and therefore when you per¬ 
ceive it coming on, and thefigns of it, look up^ 
and lift up your heads ; don’t be cad: down, 
rather rejoice, Jor your redemption drawetk 
nigh ^ .* the night of weeping will foon be over, 
and joy will conae in the morning. 

And now, as to the morning that will follow 
after, this you fliould mod: firmly believe; 

i Amos iv. 12, e Kcv. iii, 10. f Luke xxi. 2S, 

though 
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tlidiigh fcoiFers may mock at it, and carnal ptci4 
felTors ht unconcerned about it, and give no cre¬ 
dit to it; yet affure yourfelvcs, a little whilcj 
and he that (hall come will come, and will not 
talrry ; pray for his kingdom and coming; give 
him no reft day nor night, till he arile and has 
mercy on'Zion, and make-his Jerufalcm the 
fraife of the whole earth : be hailing in your 
warm aftedions, and earneft defires, after thofe 
glorious times, which God will haften in his own 
.time; and in the darkeft feafon lt)ok for this 
morning, for at evening-time itJhall he lightly 
and a glorious one it will be, as a morning when 
the fun rifeSj a morning without clouds. I Ihall 
clofe all with thofe words of our Lord ; Let 
your loins be girded about^ and your lights 
burnings and ye yourfclves like unto men that 
toait for their Lord, And now, as I have 
ftiewn you whatifrael ouglirto do in thole times, 
Blejfed is that fervant whom his Lordi when 
he comethi fiall find fo doing 

S Zeeh. siv. 7# h Luke xii. 35, 36* 43. 
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SERMON, 
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w 


2 ChBON. XX. 20. 

Believe in the Lord your,God, Jo Jhall ye 
he eftablijhed; believe his Prophets, Jo Jhall 
ye profper^ 

T N the beginning of this chapter, we have an 
account of an iim^on pf the land of Judea, 
in the timps of Jehofliaphat, by the neighbour¬ 
ing nations, who joined in confederacy againft 
the Jewsr Thefe people were always a typical 
people, and in this their cafe and cirdumftances 
were an emblem of the church and people of 
God; who in their prefent (late are militant. 
They are furrounded with enemies, as the Jews 
were, which are many, lively, and ftrong; 
they have numerous fleihly lufts, which war 

A z againft 
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agaihij their fouls; and fonie enemies that ai'@ 
not flefh and 1)lood, but fpiritual wlckedneflcs, 
with whom they wreftle ; and even the whole 
world is agaii)ft them, and h^te, oppofe, a!\d 
perfecute them in one fhape or, another to the 
uttermoft^ fo that, upon one account.or ano? 
ther, for the moft part, wiihout are fightings^ 
wiihin are fears^. 

I'he method Jehofhaphat and his people took 
jn this their diilrefs, was to feek the Lord by 
Jjrayer, and alk help pf him. Prayer is a fpe- 
cial piece of tlie Chrifllan armour; it is the laft 
that is mentioned ;a the account of it; it is tliC 
dernier refort of believers, and which they often 
ule to good purpofe and great advantage, Tiierc 
were fome fort of devils in Chrift’s time, who 
could not bp difpoflefled by any other means: 
Sa,tan has often felt the dint of this weapon of 
.oui' warfire, and, dreads it; and dreaded it has 
been by fome of his inftrument-s.^ Mary, Queen 
pf Scots,.ufed to fay, that flie dreaded more the 
•prayers of John Knox, a famous Reformer, than 
ten thpufand armed men; fo efFedtual is the fer¬ 
vent prayer jof the righteous, as for the bring¬ 
ing dpvyn the blcliings of the covenant of grace 

a % Cor. vii. 5, 


upon 
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* * 

Upon them, fo for the intimidating of their ene¬ 
mies, and for their prutedion from them. 

The excellent prayer of jeholhaphat, on this 
occafion, is recorded} which begins with tak- 
5ng notice of 1i|ic place of the divine refidence, 
heaven; in like mauiier as pur Lord taught his 
difciplcs to pray, faying firft of all, Our Father 
which art in heaven ^; and of tl>e fovereignty 
of God over all the kingdoms of the world; and 
of his uncontroulable and irrefiftable power; 
and of his beifig the covenant-God and Father dt 
his people; all which are neceffary to be ob- 
ferved by us, in our addrefles to him, to raife in 
our minds juft ideas of him, and to encourage 
puf faith and hope in him. The royal faint goes 
on to naake mention of tlie works of God of 
old ; his works of power and might, of grace 
and goodnefs, in driving the heathens out of the 
land of Canaan, and giving it to the feed of 
Abraham for ever; from whence he hoped and 
concluded, it would not be given up again into 
the hands of their enemies. He takes notice of 
the fandtuary or temple that was built in. it* 
where Jehovah dwelt, granted his prefence to 
his people, and heard and helped them in the 
fimes of their diftrefsj which was a type of 


b Mat. vi. 9. 


Chrift’a 
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’ Chrift^s human nature, the temple of his bcxly^ 
the true tabernacle which God pitched, and not 
man, in which dwells all the fulnefs of the 
Godheadi and, for the fake of him, the Lord 
hears and anfwers the prayers of his people, 
when they look^ as Jonah did, liwcLfds his holy 
temple c; and which, with great pertinency, is 
here bbferved. Next the ingratitude of their ene¬ 
mies is taken notice of j when IlVael came out of 
Egypt, and paffed through the wildernefs, they 
tyere bid not to meddle or diftrefs the Moabites, 
Ammonites, and Edomites, but turn away from 
them, as they did \ w’Jio now reward them evil 
for good, by attempting todifpoflefs them of the 
land given them to iiilierit: and therefore it 
was hoped the Lord would judge their caufe, and 
right their wrpngs; fincc the king and Ills peo¬ 
ple had no power to oppofe Inch a numerous 
army that was come up ngainft theipi but their 
eyes were to the Lord, and on him were tijcir 
dependauee, and with him they left the ifllio 
of things. 

The Lord prefently fhewed himfelf to be a 
Go^^earing and anfwcring prayer; for imme¬ 
diately, as the king and all the people flood be¬ 
fore the Lord, to hear what he would fay unto 


them, 


c JonaU ii. 4* 
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them, the Spirit of the Lord came iipoi> 
ziel, a Levite, who flood up and prophefied,^ and 
bid the people not to be difmayed at the nurn- 
her of their enemies; told where they were to 
be met with ; %ffured them of vi£lory, nay, 
that they had no need to fight, the Lord would 
fight for them; and that they had nothing to do, 
but to ftand ftill and fee the falvation of God; 
which meffage Jehofhaphat and the people re¬ 
ceived with faith, with holy reverence and 
godly fear, bowing their he^s and worfhip- 
ping: and fo fully affured were they of the 
truth of what was^promifed them, that they 
fung the praifes of God, before the delive¬ 
rance was wrought; upon which they marched 
out to meet the enemy, when Jehofliap]||pt, at 
the head of his army, addrefled it in the words 
iirft read; Believe in the Lord your Gad^^ 
Jhall ye be eftahlijhed ; believe his prophetsi fo 
Jhall ytprojper: “ Do not truft in your num- 
** hers, nor in your own ftrength, coura^, and 
fkill; but trufl in your covenant-God, fo 
“ fhall ye be ftreugthened, confirmed, and 
animated to engage your enemies, with, true 
fortitude of mind; believe what he has 1^ 
“ by his prophets, particularly by Jahaziel, 
“ who has juft now delivered a meffage from 
liim to you, fo fhall ye fucceed againft your 
* enemies,* 
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** enemies, and obtain a complete viAory oVfet' 
** them.*’ This is the fenfe of" the wotds re- 
fpe«5lbg the prcfeiat cafe; bnt they may be ap¬ 
plied to believers in any age or period of time, 
in whatfoever cafe or circumftances they mfty 
be; the main and. principal thmg in them h 
faith or believing: concerning whieh^ 

I, I lhall confider the kind and nature of it. 

II, The objects of it, as here expreficd, 
Lord God a7id his ftophets. 

III, The advantages arifing from it, ejfablijh-^ 

merit and profperity. 

* 

I, I fliaJl confider the kind and nature of 
faith : there are various firts of faith, as the 
apoftle fuggefts, when he fays^^, Though t 
have all faith ; that is, all forts of faith, which 
he fuppofes a man may have, and not have cha*‘ 
rity^ love, or true grace ; he means all forts bu t 
one; namely, fpecial fiiith; for whofoever has 
that, has charity or love ; for faith worketh by 
love^: however there are feveral forts or kinds 

r 

of faith* 

. 1 , There is a faith of miracles, or of doing 

miracles; and which the apoftle, in the above 
words has in view, fince it follows, fo that 1 

4 I Cor. xiii. 2, • Gal. t. 6 . 

could 
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could remove mountains ; referring to what our 
Lord faid to his difciplesf; Jfye have faith as 
a grain of mujlard-feed^ ye fay unto this 
mountain^ Remove hence to yonder placey.and. 
it (hall remove; and npthing fall be impqffible 
unto yoUk, Chrift, when he gave his, diiciples 
a commiffion to preach the gofpel, gave them 
power of working miracles to confirm it; he 
gave them power over unclean Spirits, to caft, 
them out, and to heal alhmanner of difeafes ; 
and Judas, no doubt, had this power as well as, 
the reft ; for a man in thefe times might have 
luch a faith, and fuch a power, and yet not 
,have that'fpecial faiths ftch iflues in falvation. 
We readg of fome that call: out devils in the 
name of Chrift, and yet are not, and will not be 
known and acknowledged by him as his. 

2. There is a faith which is commonly called 
an hiftorical faith; which is a mere affent to a 
fet of propolitions as true, and which are true 
in themfelves; as, 

That there is but one God. That there is a 
God, may be known and believed by the light 
of nature, may be concluded from the things that 
are made by him; and that this God is but one, 

f Mat. xvii. 20. g Mat. ♦ii. 23, 23. 
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IS 
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is the voice of reafou and revelation % the lan- 

the faith of Jews and Chriftians ; and it is right 
to believe it; and which may be doi^ where 
there is not true fpecial faith : thou believefl 
that there is one God^ thou daft well^ the devils 
dlfo believe and tremble^: that is, they believe 
there is one God, and know there is but one, 
and tremble through fear of his awful majefty. 

' With this fort of faith a man may believe 
all that is faid and is true of Jefus Chrift; as 
that he is God over blefied for ever; the 
true God and eternal l^e; that he is the Son of 
God, and Saviour of the world ; that he is God 
and man in one perfbn ; that he became incar¬ 
nate ; that he lufFered and died for the (ins of 
men; that he was buried, and rofe again from 
the dead; that he afcended up to heaven, is fet 
down at the right hand of God, and will come 
a fecond time to judge the world; all which a 
man may believe, and yet be deftitute of the 
true grace of God, There are indeed fome 
ftrong exprefUons in the epifile of the apoftle 
John, ^whcre he fays, that every fpirit that cm^ 
fij^th that Jefus Chrift is come in the fiejh^ is 
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of God i; and whofoever believeth that Jfus 
is the Chrift^ is born of God^ : whereas now 
there are all nntions that believe thefc thingS} 
of multitudes of whom it cannot be thought 
that they are regenerate perfoiis. It will help 
us over this difficulty a little by confidering 
times, and times : in the apoffles times, thefe 
truths were generally denied; the whole world, 
Jews and Gentiles, oppoled them; and then for 
a man to believe and profefs them in the face of 
all oppofition, and under the fcandal gof the 
crofs, was a great matter; it was reckoned a 
proof of true grace, and a criterion of a man’s 
regeneration: but now fince Chriftianity is efta^ 
blifhed, and become the religion of nations, to. 
believe all this is no mark or fign of being bom 
again ; for fuch a national faith is no better than 
the faith of Indians and Mahometans, only it 
happens to have a better objed; for the ground 
and reafon of it is the fame; namely, being 
born and brought up among thofe who generally 
believe in the fame way. Though it may be, the 
true fenfe of the above expreffions is this ; that 
every one that embraces, pofleiTes, or preaches 
that Chrifl is come in thefleffi, or is become in- 

♦ 

^ I John ir. a. k j Jlohn t. u 
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carnale, is on the fide of God and truth; and tliat 
whoever believes that Jefus of Nazareth is tlie 
true Meffiafi, is a regenerate perfon; that is, 
not barely aflents to this truth; hut whereas 
his work* as the Mefiiah was to make atone- 
nent for fin, and procure the pardon of it, and 
bfing in everlafling righteoufiiefs, and obtain fal» 
vation for men ; he deals by faith with him for 
thefe things; with his atoning facrifice for the 
/^^piation of fin ; with his blood for pardon an4 
cleanfing, and with his righteoufncfs for juftificar 
tion; receives.him as a Saviour, and depends upon 
him for life ?ind falvatipn.j otherwife, barely 
believing hino to be the Mefiiah, is no other than 
>yhat the devils thenafelyes do; \vho, in the days 
pf his flefli, knew and owned him to be the 
Chrifi, the Son of Godi. 

With this fort of faith a man may believe all 
the dodrines. of the gofpel, and yet nqt have the 
root of the matter in,him, or true grace. Men 
have the whole form of gofpel-doftrine in 
tlietr beads, and.deny ^he power of it, or npt feel 
it in their hearts; they may believe the things 
concerning the kingdom of God and Jefus Chrlft, 
as Simon Magus did, or however profefled to 
do, and yet be. with him in the gall ofbitter- 
nefs and bond of iniquity. many have 

^ Luke iv.^4. 41. 
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had fucli a degree of knowledge in evangelical 
things, as to be able to preach the gofpel clearly 
and diftin£lly, to prophefy or preach in Chrift’s 
name, and yet knew him not fpiritually and 
experimentally, or were known by him ; they 
may fpeak with the tongues of men and an¬ 
gels, have all knowledge and all faith of this 
kind, and yet be without charity or true love to 
God, to Chrift, and to divine and fpiritual 
things. Indeed, without believing the gofpel, 
of Chrift, andthe things, concerning him, there 
can be no true faith in him : men can’t be chil¬ 
dren of light without believing the light of the 
gofpel, or giving credit to thegofpel-revelation; 
and therefore our Lord exhorts men to believe in 
the lights that the]* viight be children of the 
light the way and means of being fo, is to 
attend unto and believe the gofpel-fcheme; but 
then this may be believed, and yet men fall 
Ihort of the true light of Ipeclal grace. 

This faith is but a temporary faith, a believ¬ 
ing for a while ; and it need nut be thought 
ftrange if perfons that have only this fliould 
make ftiipwreck of it, and put away a good 
confcience ; and which is ho inftance of a true 
believer’s falling away from grace; whereas 
thofe who have true faith, and live by it on 


at John xii. 36. 
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Chrift, are not of them#that draw back unto 
perdition, but of them that believe to the faving 
of the foul: which brings me to obferve, 

3* That there is a fpecial and fpiritual faith, 
to which falvation is annexed; with which he 
that believes fhall be faved according to the gof- 
pel-declarntion; and which directs and encou¬ 
rages fenliblc iiiiners to look to Chrift, and be-* 
licve in him, affuring them they fliall be laved. 
The fchemeof falvation the gofpel publifhes and 
proclaims is, that it is by grace through faith 
in Chrill: hence, I fuppole, it is'that this fort 
of faith is commonly called faving faiths to 
diftingiiifli it from others; though I think not 
with ftridt juftnefs and propriety, and could 
wifli the phrafe was difufcd ; fince it feems to 
derogate and detrad /rom^he glory of Chrift, 
who is t’le alone Saviour, ai:d to carry off the 
mind from the ohjc£l of faith, to .the a<5t of it. 
But be this as it will i 

This fort of faith is not of a man’s felf; it 
does not owe its original to the creature ; it is 
cxprcfsly denied to be of iiian ; that not of 
yourflveSi it is the gift of God ” j it it not the 
eiFed of pure nature ; it is not the produce of 
man’s free-will and power; aU men have no/t 
faith p ; there* are ftw that have it, and thofe 

» £ph» ii. 8. p z TheiT. iii. z. 

that 
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that have it, have It not from nature, but by 
the grace of Gad. No man , fays Chrift, can 
come unto me ; that is, believe in him ; for 
troming to Chrift, and believing in him are the 
fame thing, except it were given him of my Fa^ 
ther% And again, No man can come unto me^ 
except the Father^ which hath JctU me^ draw 
him ; that is, by the influence of his Spirit 
and grace. 

Nor is this fort of faith of the law of works; 
for as Mr law is not offaith^^ fo neither is faitM 
of the law; the law is not fo much as the 
means of it, nor does it reveal the objeft, nor 
require the ad, or dfred and encourage to it: it 
is not the means of true faith in Chrift ; faith 
comes by hearing the word of Godt; but by 
what part of it ? not the law but the gofpelj 
received ye the Spirit by the works of the law^ 
or by the hearing cffaith “ P that is, by the 
preaching of the law, and the works of It, or 
hy the preaching of the dodrine of faith ? by the 
latter, and not the former: and as the Spirit is not 
received in that way, or by fuch means, fo not 
the graces of the Spirit, and particularly 
faith. How fhould it come this way, fintre 
the law does not reveal theobjed of it, Chrift, 

John vi. 65. r John vi. 44, * Gal. Hi. 12. 

^ Rom. X. 17* « Gal. iii. 2. 

or 
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or give thejeaft hint concerning liim ? By the 
law is the knowledge of \ but not the 
kiiowledge of a Saviour from fin: did it re- 
Veal Chrift !o a poor awakened linner, it 
would not work that wrath in his conlcience, 
or leave him without hope of mercy, as it 
does ; and if it knows nothing, ^ and makes 
known nothing of the objed of faith, how can 
it be thought it fhould require the a£l of it ? 
jdoes it require an aft upon an unknown ob- 
,jeft ? does it require men to believe In an 
objeft it does not reveal or give the leaft dit 
coveryof? how fhould they believe in con- 
fcquence of fuch a requirement, of whom they 
have not heard the leaft tittle from the law ? 
nor docs the law give any direftion or en¬ 
couragement to fouls to believe in Chrift ; its 
language is, Do this and hve^^ but not belt we 
in Chrifi and be faved v ; this is the voice (^f 
the gofpel, and not of the law. Should it be 
faid that faith is reckoned among the 
weightier matters of the law *; tliis is to be un- 
derftood either of fidelity, of faithfulnels among 
men. Of of trull in God, as the God of na*. 
and providence, (Sc, giving credit to the 

Kom. iii. to,^ ^ Gal, Hi, 12* ' 7 Aflsxvi. 31, 

• Matt, xxiii. aj. 
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revelation of his will, and the worfiilp of him 
according to it. 

True faith in Chrift comes from another 
quarter than from the covenant of works, 
and flows in another channel 5 it is a blefling 
of the covenant of grace, of tliat covenant 
which is ordered in all things^ and fure^\ 
fop- the glory of God, Father, Son, and Spi¬ 
rit, and for the good of the covenant-ones; 
it provides all bleflings of grace for them, 
for time and eternity, and among the reft 
faith in Chrift Jefus, This lays open and ex- 
pofes a miftaken and falfe notion of fome 
who aflert, that faitli and repentance are con¬ 
ditions of the covenant of grace, wdien they 
are the bleflings of it, included in that pro- 
mitc; A new hearl alfo will I give unto youy 
and a newfpirit will I put within you ; and I 
will take away the Jlony heart out of your flejh^ 
and I will give you an heart of flejh b ; and thefe 
are gifts without repentance, which God 
never revokes or takes back, or fufFers to be 
of no Faith in Chrift is the fruit of 

electing grace, and is as fure as falvation it- 
felf; the one is in the decree of the means, 
the other in the decree of the end; that de«» 

^ 2 Sam. xxiii. 5, ^ Ezekt xxxvi. 26. 

C crec 
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crce of election, which fecures the end, 
tioJiy fecures alfo the means, fanEiiJlcation of 
the Spirit^ and belief of ihelrut1i'^\ or tairh 
in Chrift, who is the trutli ; fo it has been 
in all ages, now is, and ever fhall be, that 
as many as were a dained unto eternal Ife 
believed^ : hence true faith is called the faith 
oj God's eleEi^ ; it being certain, proper and 
peculiar to them ; and this is the true reafon 
why one believes, and another does not; as 
•our Lord fays of fome, Te believe not, becaufe 
ye are not of my f eep f / the dieep which the 
Father gave unto me in clcdlion, and in the 
covenant of grace : let any man rile up arid 
give a better reafon if he can, than t’us that 

c> 

Chrift lias given, why one believes in lilrn, 
and another docs not. Believing in him is the 
pure gift of God, of his rich lovurign and dil-* 
tinguiiliing grace ; he givc-s it to one, and de¬ 
nies it to anothei', as he pleafes ; he hides tlie 
things of Chrift, and of the golpel, from the 
wife and hrudent, and does not vouchfafe unto 
tlicm faith in them ; and reveals them unto 
bubes ; and gives them faith in his Son ; and no 
other reafon can be given of it than his fovereign 

c 2 TheH'. ii. 13* a Ads xiii. 48. e Tit. i. i, 

f John X. 26. 

pleafure; 
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pleafure : even fo Father^ fays Chrift,y^7‘ fo 
it feemed good in thy fights. 

Special faith in Chrift is of the operation of 
the Spirit of God ; he produces it by his migh¬ 
ty power in the foul; he enlightens the mind, 
reveals the objedt, brings near Chrift, his righ- 
teoufnefs and falvation, and enables the fenfible 
finncr to look unto him, lay hold on him, and 
receive him as his Saviour and Redeemer: 
hence he is called the Spirit of faith ^ ; becaufe 
he is the author of it, who begins and carries* 
on, and will perform the work of faith with 
power; the principal ufe of which grace is to 
receive all from Ch’rlft, and give him the 
glory. God has put this honour upon it, to 
conftitute and appoint it to be the receiver-ge-' 
neral of all the bleftings of grace. It receives 
Chrift himfelf as the Father’s free-gift; it re¬ 
ceives out of the fulnefs of Chrift, even 
grace for grace, or an abundance of it; it re¬ 
ceives the blefling of righteoufnefs from the 
J^ord for juftification ; it receives the remiftion 
of ftns through his blood, according to the gof- 
pel-declaration ; it receives the adoption of chil¬ 
dren, in confequence of the way being opened for 
it through the redemption which is in Chrift ; 
it receives the inheritance among* them that are 
fandified, the right unto it, and the claim upon 

z Coi. i , j 

it; 


S Matt. xi. 28. 


c 
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at j and to this poft it is advanced, that all the 
glory might redound to the grace of God ; it is 
of faith, that it might be by grace i ; there are 
other ufes of faith, and aftings of it, which will 
be oblerved under the following head. I now 
proceed to confider, 

ll. The objects of faith, as in the words di¬ 
rected to, the Lord God and his prophets^ 
ift.l’he Lx)rd our God, who is the one Lord to be 
telieved in; Hear, O Jfrael, the Lord our God 
is one Lord ^: from which pafi'age the ancient 
yews 1 have eftabliflied the doCtrine of a Trinity 
of perfons in the Godhead, as well as the doc¬ 
trine of the unity of the divine Bting ; and cer¬ 
tain it is, that Father, Son, and Spirit, are the 
one God; and each, and every one of them, arc 
to be believed in, and are the proper objeCts of 
faith. 

t. God the Father is the objeCt of faith, 
who is to be believed in ; and to believe in him. 
Is not merely to believe his exlftence and per¬ 
fections, for he is a fool indeed that believes 
is no God: nor merely to believe in him 
as the God of nature and providence, and to 
truft in him for the prefervation of life, and 
the continuance of the blellings and mercies of 

i Rom. ir, i6. ^ Dcut. vi. 4. 

J See ii>y Expofition of 1 John v, 7. 
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it, and to glorify him for them; though there 
are fbme who believe there is a God, yet do not 
glorify him as fuch, nor truft in his goodnefs, 
nor are thankful for providential favours; but to 
believe in him with a fpecial faith, is to believe 
in him as he has proclaimed his name in Chriff, 
A God gracious and merciful^ pardoning ini^ 
quity^ tranfgrejfion and Jin m / it is to believe 
in him as our covenant God and Father, for fo 
he IS to his people in Chrift; he is to them 
what he is to him, as he fays^^, I afcend to 
my Father^ and your Father, and to my Godj 
and your God: it was a noble aft of faith ex- 
prefled by David o, 1 trulied in thee, O Lord, 
I Jaidy T'hou art my God; and fuch ftiould be¬ 
lieve that this God, who is their God, vi^ill be 
their God and guide even unto death ; fince co¬ 
venant-relation always fubfifts, and can never 
he made void. And whereas the Father of 
Chrift ftands in the relation of a Father to his 
people; it becomes them, having had the tef- 
timony of the Spirit of adoption, witneffing to 
their fpirits that they are the children of God, 
to call him in faith, and with a filial fear and 
reverence, their Father, and not turn away 
from him : to believe in him, is to believe in 

» Exod. xxxiv, 6. n John xx, 17* 0 Pf. xxxi. 14. 

his 
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M:> cycrlafling and unchangeable love; aiivl to 
Ix^lieve that it is fo, and their interefl in it. It 


being fhed abroad in their hearts, by the Sjurit 
given unto them ; this love being declared unto 
them by the Lord hlmfelf, and affirmed in the 
ftrongeft terms, faying P, I have loved thee with 
an cverlajting love; of wliich he has given full 
proof, not only by his choice ot them in Clirill, 
and by the redemption of them through him, 
but by drawing them \yith loving kindnefs to 
*hlinlclf, in effidlual vocation; it Ihould be be¬ 


lieved: it is a glorious a6t of faith of the apol- 
tle’s, when he fays % J am perfuaded, that 
neither death nor life^ nor angels, nor priii’- 
cipalities^ nor powers^ nor thingsprefent^ nor 
things to come^ nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, Jhall he able to feperate us from 
the love of God, which is in Chrifl Jefus our 
Lord ; this is to be rooted and-grounded in it. 
To believe in God the Father, is to believe in 


him as the God of all grace, the author and giver 

f' 

of it; that his grace is fufficient for us in all 
times of need ; that he is able to caufe all 


grace to abound towards us; and that he will 
o 

fuppiy all our wants, according to his riches 
in glory by Chrift Jefus ; it is to believe in his 


i] Rom. vUi. 38, 39. 

9 



p Jer. xxxi. 3. 



promifes, which are exceeding great and pre< 
cious; that he is faithful who hath promifed, 
and will perform; that he will never fufFcr his 
faithfulnels to fail, nor any good word which 
he has fpofcen ; that all his promifes are yea and 
amen in Chrift: it is to believe in his power, 
that he is able alfo to perform and make good 
what he has faid ; and likewife that there is in 
him everlafting ftrength, and that according to 
his promife, as our dijy is, our ftrength (hall 
be; and that we are, and ftiall be kept by his * 
power, through faith, unto falvation, 

2 . Jefus Chrift, the Son of God, Is alfo the 
obje61: of faith : Te believe tn God, believe alfo 
in vie'^, fays Chrift himfelf; who is God as 
well as the Father, and to be believed in 
equally with him : the gofpel dire£l:s to faith in 
Chrift, and it is the principal thing it encourages 
to; the minifters of it point him out to fenfible 
and diftrefled ftnners, fiying, Believe on the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and ye pall be faved a; the 
fum of the gofpel, of the word of faith is. 
That if thou fialt confefs with the mouth the 
Lord Jefus, and pall believe in thine heart 
that God hath raifed him from the dead, thou 
Palt befaved; for with the heart man believetk 

r John xiv. ii. » Aflsxvi.ji. 
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UTifo righUoufnefs^ and with the mouth confef- 
Jion is made untoJalvation The Targum, or 

Chaldee paraphrafe of our text, is, Believe in 
the word of the Lord your God ; where the Pa- 
raphraft, by the memra Jehovah^ or word of the 
Lordj docs not mean the written word of the 
Lord, the Scriptures; nor the oral word of the 
Lord, what was fpoken by the prophets, as it 
is laid he fometimes does; fmee it follows, in 
the fame paraphrafe, Believe in his law^ and 
• in his prophets; wher'efore it is to be under-' 
flood of eflential Word, the Son of God, 
who is to be believed in; and various are the 
a£ls of faith which are exercifed on him, or be¬ 
lieving on him is exprefled by various things. 

Faith in Chrift is fignihed by feeing him, 
and looking unto him; an unknown Chrift can¬ 
not, but an unfeen Chrift is, and may be, the 
obje£t of faith : Baith is the evidence of Mngs 
not Jeen \ the principal of which is an unfeen 
Chrift: the believer, by faith, beholds the 
glory of his perfon, the fulnefs of his 
grace, tl^e excellency of liis righteoufnefs, the 
precioiifpefs and efficacy of his blood, and the 
fuitablenefs of his falyation; and it looks to 
him for peace and pardon, for righteoufnefs, 
eternal life and happinefs; and keeps looking 

t Rom. X. 9 , 10. n Heb, xi. x. . 

to 
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to 1/im as the author and finisher of faith. It 
is a motion of the foul towards Chrift; it not 
only looks at him, and gazes with admiration 
and plealure on the glories of his perfoti, and 
the riches of his grace, but goes out unto him : 
faith is the foul’s coming to Chrift, which it 
is encouraged to do, by his kind invitation, 
Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and 1 will give you reft / and by his 
gracious declarations and refolutions, that he 
will in no wife caft out him that cometh to^ 
him*: yea, it is exprefted by a fwift motion to 
him 5 by a fleeing to him for refuge, under a 
fenfe of fin and danger; by running to the 
name of the Lord for lafety, which is as a ftrong 
tower; and by turning into the ftrong-hold 
Chrift, as prifoners of hope; to believe in him, 
is not only to behold him with an eye of faith, 
to flee and come unto him in a way of believing, 
but to lay hold upon him, and embrace him ; 
for Chrift is a tree of life to them that lay hold 
upon him, and htippy is every one ihaJt retain- 
eth himy\ it is to lay hold upon the Ikirt of 
him that is a Jew; to lay hold upon his righ- 
teoufnefs; to lay hold upon his ftrength; to lay 
hold upon his covenant $ the bleftings and pj:o- 
mi^es of it; to lay hold on him, the Mediator 

V Matth. xi. a8. ic John vi. 37, 7 Frov. iii. 18. 

D of 
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of tlie covenaiit; to hold him aiul nut let 
him go ; faying with Job, Though heJlny me^yet 
will I truji in him—he alfo Jliall be my fat- 
vation"^. Faith in Chrift is a leaning on him, 
while pafling through this wildernefs; it is a 
recumbency, a relying upon liim for lalvation ; 
a flaying a man’s felf upon the mighty God of 
Jacob; laying the whole flrefs of his falvation 
on him ; cafling all his care, and all hit> burdens 
on him, who has promifed to fuftain him and 
*them ; believing he is able to keep him from 
falling, and to keep what he has committed to, 
him : for to believe in Chrifl, is to give up all 
into his hands, our fouls, and the eternal con¬ 
cerns of tliem ; to expect all grace, and all the 
fupplies of it from him, even all grace heic, 
and glory hereafter : it is, in one word, to deal 
with his perfon for acceptance with God ; with 
his blood for pardon and cleaning’; with his fa^ 
crifice for atonement; with his righteoufnefs 
for juflification ; with his fulnefs for every ^'up- 
ply of grace, looking for his mercy unto eternal 
life. 

3. The Holy Spirit of God is likewife the pb- 
je6l of faith; we read and hear much of faith in 

^ i 

God, and of faith in Jellis Chrifl, but very little 
of faith in the Holy Ghofl; and yet as he is 


* Job. xiii, 15, 16. 


the 
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tlie one God with the Father and the Son, he is* 
equally to be believed in as they are: aftd we 
are not only to believe his being and perfe£tions, 
his deity and perfonality, his offices as a fanc- 
tifier and comforter, and the operations of his 
grace on the fouls of men ; but there are par¬ 
ticular afts of faith, truft, and confidence, to be 
cxercifed on him: as he is God, he is to be 
worfhipped, and this can't be done aright with¬ 
out faith ; he is particularly to be prayed unto, 
and there is no praying to him, nor praying in 
him, without faith ; we are to truft in him for 
his help and affiftance in prayer, and indeed in 
the exercife of every jjeligio us duty, and even of 
every grace. I fear minifters of the word do 
not truft in him as they fhould do in the dif- 
charge of their work, nor private Chriftlans in 
the rformanoe of theirs: and befides all this, 
there is an ad of fpecial faith to be put forth, 
upon him, as upon the other two perfons; for 
as we are to truft in God the Father to keep us, 
through his power to falvation, and to truft in 
Chrift for the falvation of our fouls, and to 
truft the falvation of them with him; fo we 
are to truft in the Holy Spirit for carrying on, 
and finifhing the work of grace on our fouls, 
who is equal to it; we are to tiuft the whole 
oi’ it will) liim, and he conjident of this very 

D 2 thing; 



[ ] 

a 

tkhiga; as we may be, as of any one thing in 
the world, that he^ the Spirit of God, which 
hath begun a good work in us, will peifortn 
until the day of fefus Chrijl^* 

2dly, The prophets of the Lord are to be 
believed; firft the Lord, and then his prophets 
being fent by him, and coming from him, 
bringing a mefliige from him, and declaring his 
will; lo the children of Ilrael at the red fea be¬ 
lieved the Lord and his fervant Mofes c. 

• I • By the propluts are meant the prophets of 
the Old Teftament, who are to be believed, 
lince they fpoke as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghoft ; /A? Spirit of the Lord [poke by 
them, and his word was in their iongue ; he 
dictated to them what they lliould fny; he led 
them into all truths they delivered ; he indited 
the feriptures of truth, and therefore they ought 
to be credited as fuch : nay, not only allfcrip* 
ture is given by infpiration ofGod^ even all 
the writings of the prophets; but whatfuever 
things were written efore-time^ were written 
for our learnings that we through patience and 
comfort of the feriptures might have hope: the 
whole of feriptute is profitable for doSirine^ for 

reproof for correUion^ and for injlrudion in 
% 

b Phil. i. 6. c Exed. xiv. 3X. 

d s Pet. i. 21, 2 Sum. xxiii, 

righteoufnefs / 
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righteoufnefs^: which feveral advantageous 
ul'es (hould the more recommend the writings 
of the prophets to our faith and love j and efpe- 
cially fince they contain many things in them 
concerning Chriil, the more immediate objedl 
of fpecial faith ; there are many things in the 
Pfalms, and in the law, and in the prophets 
concerning him; Moles wrote of him, and all 
the prophets bear witnefs to him. Their writ¬ 
ings abundantly teftify of him, of his perlbii, 
offices, and grace, of what he Ihould be, and 
what he (hould do and fufFer; they teftified be¬ 
fore-hand of the fufierings of Chrift, and the 
glory that Ihould foflow ; and efpecially we, at 
this time of day, have great reafon to believe 
the prophets, lince the far greater part of what 
they propheficd of, is exactly come to pafs. 
The prophecies of Ifaiah, concerning the capti¬ 
vity of the Jews, and their deliverance from it 
hy Cyrus, who is mentioned by name a hundred 
and fifty years or more before he was born, have 
been pundlually fulfilled, Alfo Daniel’s pro¬ 
phecies concerning Darius king ofPerfia, and 
Alexander the Great, under the names of the 
ram and he-goai^ and of the kings of Egypt and 
Syria, and what Ihould be done in their times; 
and not only thefe, but others of greater im- 

c Rom. XV. 4. 9 Tim. lii. t 6 . 

portance, 
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portapce, concerning the Melfiah, Ills birth of a 
virgin , the place of his birth, his miracles, 
fufFerings, and death, his refurrcdlion from the 
dead, afcenfiori to heaven, and iHiioii at the 
right hand of God, the efFufion of the Sjfirir, 
and the fpread and luccefs of the go!pel in tlie 
Gentile world, as well as the deftructlon of the 
Jewlfli nation, for their rejection of him; on 
account of all thcle things, and more, the pro¬ 
phets of the Old Teftament claim our faith and 
credit. 

2 . The prophets of the New Teftament are 
to be believed. The apoftles of our Lord are by 
Jiim called prophets and wife wn ; (bnie of 
which, he fays, the Jews would killy and cru¬ 
cify % and others feourge^: they are fo called^ 
both becaufethey were extraordinary preachers 
of the word, and fore-tellers of things to come, 
and on both accounts were to be believed. ^He 
that received them, received Chrift, and he that 
rejeded tliem, rejeded him, and his Father 
that fent him. John the divine, was eminently 
^ prophet in both refpeifts, as he was a faithful 
difpenfer of the word, and bore record of it, 
and of the teftimony of Jefus^ and as he fore¬ 
told things to come, under a divine infpiration : 
his Revelation is a prophecy of what fhould be 


S Matt, xxiii. 54. 
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in the world%ud church, from his time, to the 
fecond coming of Chrift; great part of which 
has been already fulfilled; and there is all the 
reafon in the world to believe the reft will be 
accompllfhed. The (ayings in it are the fay* 
jngs of God, ai|| they are faithful and true; be¬ 
lieve what he haslfaid by this his prophet. The 
ordinary and common preachers of the wtrd 
are called prophets, and their preaching pro^ 
phefying «; and though we are not to believe • 
every fpirit, and every man that pretends to be 
a fpiritual man, and a prophet, but try the 
Jpirits whether they axe of God, by his word, 
the ftandard of faith and practice ; becaufe many 
fafe prophets are gone out into the world ^: 
yet fuch who bring the doctrines of Chrift with 
them, fuch as are agreeable to the word of God, 
which are taken out of it, and eftabliihed by it, 
ought to be believed and received, not as the 
word of man, but as in truth the word of Godi 
Tlie whole of divine revelation is to be be¬ 
lieved, which God has made by his prophets, 
whether of the Old or of the New Teftament j 
and which is all comprehended in thefe words 
ouf Lord began his miniftry with, Believe the 
gofpel e; not to believe this, is the damning fin 

e 1 Cor. xiv, 3, 4, j, ag. 32. 37. f i Joha Iv, i. 
a Mark i. 25, 

of 
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of ulfbelief, fo much Ipokcn of in the New 
Tcftament; this was the fin of the Jews, and in 
which the greater part died, that they believed 
not that Jefus was the Mefhah, and other im¬ 
portant truths concerning him, though they 
came with fuch full evidence ; this is the fin of 
all to whom the external revj^tion of the gof- 
pel comes, and they believe it not 5 this is the 
fin of the Deifis of the prefent age, of all deniers, 
reje6:ers, and defpifers of the gofpel; who ei¬ 
ther negle(Sl to examine the evidence of it, or 
iK>twithftanding the evidence of it, reje£b and 
contemn it j what will the end of fuch perfons 
be, that obey not the gofpel of Chrill, that do 
not embrace, but neglect,or deljpile it? They 
will be punilhed with everlafting deftru£lion; 
he that believeth not this revelation fiiall be 
damned, ^his is the condemnatioriy the caufe, 
and aggravation of it, that light is come into the 
roorld, and men Uve darknefs rather than light ^ ; 
the darknefs of nature, rather than a divine re¬ 
velation. This fort of unbelief, and not want . 
of fpecial faith in Chrifl, is the caufe of mens 
damnation. No man will be loft or damned, 
becaufe he has not this faith; to fay that God 
‘ will damn any man, becaufe he has not this fpe¬ 
cial faith in thrift, is to reprefent him as the rmfi 


k fohn ni. 19. 


cruel 
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j$ fokly, in tp give ; for lib mm cart' 

believe iii thrift with tHis Ibn of fakK, uniefS 
It be givep him of liis Father; and wHitSi yet he 
determines not to'give onto 
the non«Kcle£b; ||pd which mart never hadift ids 
power to have or ekcrCifci no, not hi tfce ftatC 

* 1 * V^' t 

of iiiiipCenCe, Can any man believe th^t* Qpd 
will evefdaftin a iman oil fuch an acCbUnt as 
this ? This is juft fuch good fenfc, as if it ihould , 
be fald, that .a malehidor dies' at Tyburn, for 
want of receiving the icing's pardon, he ^ not 
think fit to give him; J^tis true, if the, king had 
given him his pardon^ and he had received it, 
it would haVe Uved him froni,dyhigV but then . 
it is not the want pf the kill's gardon, oi? hfe 
receiving it, tlwt is the caufe his condemna^ 
tion and death, but the crimerhe'^ was charged 
with, and, couvided of in open court. Spj 
though if , it pleafe .God to give npeti fpeCiil 
faith remifflon of their finsi 

they '^il hut then it is not 


the ivmft bf fa^ hi. the blood of Chrift, Mi 



'pi; th4', 

gofpci they have bi^ guilty eii ';As li" the re^ 

' , - ■ ■ ■' 'Vela* 
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felaC^n wtjcli li made to meOf fticli is the faith 
^at is required of therri. If there is no reve- 
Hltlon made unto them» no faith is required of 
and unbelief, or want of feith in Chrift,. 
will not. be their damning fin, as is the cafe of 
the Heathens; for kow/^all they believe in him 
<oJ tnhim they have not hear^f and how Jhall 
th^ hear without a preacher»? no, they’M be 
condemned, not for their want of faith inCbrift, 
pr ^ofpel, which tiicy never heard of, but 
|bf their fins committed againft the law and 
light of nature; as many as have finned with* 
fU]t laWi Jkall perijb without law^: if a reve¬ 
lation is made, this is either external or inter- 
nal; if only an external revelation is made, the 

J X A ‘ t i< * ^ , 

faith required is an affent untp it, and a recep- 
jtion of it; and fuch who do not attend to the 
evidence it brings with it^ or rejed and delpife 
i^j^all be damned: but if, belides the exter* 

nal revelation, an internal revelation is made 

‘ - * 1 ,' 

bjr the Spirit of wifdom^ in the knowledge of 
Cb^l w Ood by'his word calls men effedu- 
ally by his, graces and reveals his Spn in tbemi 
^ well m to thpto; this fprt of rey^ation comps 
with fu^jx^er and inhuenc^ theihind, 
ns ceridin^ to produce a Wbe ptid living faith 
ip ^ ^ul, ^whldh inJalliUy iCues in eternal 

; t ItcMii. X. 14* . k Rom* ii. i «• 

life 
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life and happiuefs; a^d of fuch p^foosi ^n4 pC 
fuch only, z&i of ff^cial felfh in Chrlft w 
quired: and though the fin of unbelief i$ often 
found in them, it is fuch as is confiftent witfi 
true faith in Chrlft, and which in the iffue 
overcome by it: this is the fin of unbelief, that 
is oppofite to fpecial faith, and obftruds it in 
its ads; but partly bccaufe it is pardoned With 
the other fins of believers, and partly hecauie 
it is finally fubdued and vanquifiied, it is neyet 
the damning fin of any. So I think the truth • 
of things {lands. I proceed, 

III. To confider tb®'advantages arifing from 
faith in God, and in his word. eJiahliJhment\tA 
projperity. Now, though eftablifiimeut is an¬ 
nexed to faith In the I^rd our God, and pro* 
fperity to faith in his prophets; yet tliis is not 
lo to be nudcrflood, as if eftabliihOaent only 
followed upon faith in God, and not upon feith 
an bis word; and as if profperity was the con- 
fequence of &ith in (he word only, and not of 
faith in God; whereas, as on the one band, the 
prophets and minafters pf the word are the 
means of eftabiiihing believers; hence ' the 
apofile Paul was deiirous of impartial the ipi- 
^tual gifts hp had received, mi the 

B a ioints 








of’Ooct 

rinic^v ^^it^ifig'KO ■ hh 


tfeSiifcrfentf, ’'■'fpt'fituai puce 
6M'"ili ’'Ood," 'wllO 
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^(cd4fi trnpitprk him*^; 
wiii^efdfi?^ fhefe tbilngs “ar^ be confidered, not 
iii a feparate fcnfe, but promiicuoUfly, as 
t|ie joint cpft's of bo?h faith in God, 
and iri wdrc|l . ^ 

I'ft. > which is to bp under- 

floods iiot of the ftate of believers, but of their 
frames, graces and duties. ^ 

. Not'ofr the ftate of the j^ople of God, 
'^Blch is ip kftilf firm and ft«^ble, *^nd cannot be 
made,mofe fo: they are fafe in the arms of 
^cflafting love j they are not only engraven by 
Lord tippri this palms of his hands^ and let 
p a^al ^pon jus a^m, but alio as a feal upon 
■bSslieafL l^pthing in heayeti,* earth or hell, 
fejE^i^e them fropi bis lort ; it is invariably 
wie faW| In whatfoever conditbn or circumr 

; when he’ hides pf clildes, lie 
' Jti' his‘ Ibyei s ^ it 'is'-'niore im- 

'^''ihdi^le'':thaii';i0Cks are 

”■ ... nejflier. 
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theni^ and out of which they (hall never £\t{« 
What was fald by the queen of 5l|cha, concern¬ 
ing Solomon, with refpe«SI to llrael; Btcmje 
thy Cvd loved tfrael^ to^ <fiabkfi them for ever, 
therefore made he peeking overthem^, maybe 
faid of Chrift, with rcfped to hjs people | that 
becaufe lie loved tie faints, and in ord^ to eAa- 
bliih them for ever and ever, ho put them into 
the hands of Chrift, where they are fafe from 
all danger, raid from every enemy. They ar^ 
lecured in the covenant of grace, which is fute 
and immovable; its bleflings are the fure mer¬ 
cies of David; its ptomifes are yeq and amen in 
Chiift; it is eftablifhed on better promifes than 
any other covenant; and the perfons iu4t can 
iie\ cr be removed out of it. They are fettled 
the rock of ages, on which the church is built, 
againft which the gates of hell can never prevail; 
they are buijt on a fure fotmdatiou C^od has laid 
in Zion; to that, though ftorins and tempefts 
of corruptions, temptations, and afi!i£l:lons, 
fhould beat upon them, they {land unmoved 
agaSnft them all, being built upon a rock. They 
are in a ftate of pace, in whicli they will ever 
refrain; they are in a fiate of juftifieation, and 

{hall never enter into condemnation; they are 

♦ 

» 2 Chron^ ix« 8. 

4 

Jui 
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Iji by ^0|><;i«g^grjace, oiiferf 

^ wbfcb tbiey wilj ticker b^s tijucncjl 5 for* \f a Jin^, 
fw bur #» ylpt> ^ G^d ibrmih 

ttK^ 9 r€ in a regeiiemtiat4^' aqd 

jiey^r be ijntou they have tfee pfin- 
ciple ^ grace* %\bich /prills up jenco, ctjcnul 
Iifo^$; thefo rbuigs are fo cbaitjied together* that 
net <fne lidk c^ii e^er be broklti; Whanke dtd 
th(mM 4 ^ mlUd, a^ni wkm he 
fhemhejs^lfg md whom,kejuf 

t{um ht alf&gJ^r^cd^* Now this efta- 
does i>ot arife from faith* uor is it by 
it I }f ajl the faith that ever was io the world, 
ffon^ Adam to this moment* was engroffed and 
p^iteiKed by pne man* it would not make his 
<Jod‘Waid,. a, whit the furer and firmer 
{hap jit is< But, 

The iw?ajts of God's people are very unfet¬ 
tled^ find neede{);abii(hlogf they me|t like wax* 
ptid ftow like water through foar, apd want of 
Ij^onger faith. They are m^hk Ots water^ as 
foidjO^^Bcuben, and do not €^cd *“ % their frames 

ara pbanneable siid varloua: one while the^ 

.and they fiiy thy foal! 
if mGfdi prefmtly Ms ftee', 

10 *; ob| cpjjifd 

p 0«l« if» 7. % R«ei^ tUi#> }Q* 

r % » I’i* 3(«»»ei h 
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kim^ Ktwfl ctome$ fwch Aftreft^aa kpU "hU 
mutkin tik ikfil ft k tkdi mky k kpt »*> 
he 'whdfe tevc is as fttifng Wt ditSkf cxcetding 
fetvent and artot, tke waA i ^ 

v^tment tmmM 

quinch ; through the prevalctifce of cditupfiOnt 
the force of teulijstatioft, iM ftIWs of the 
wodd, waxes chiH atid hoM. Ati3 feo that 
feemed to be ftedfofo. in the faith, foils fooHi 
feme degree of his ftedfoftnefo Of if; and inflea^ 
of quitting hitnfelf like a itian, is like a child, 
toffed to and fro with eyeiy SrUtd of dOftrine, 
wavers in his profeiSOn, mckens in his duty, 
and is ii^ligent of il* NoW ftitti in God, and 
his word, has a tendency to eftabliifK the hearf, 
and make it fearlefs; ftaU wt k &fTdid df 
evil tidingsf even he ^hofo ke(^t is/stedt truH-^ 
if^inthe Jj^d; kiikwi^U^ti^ki^ ktftetU 
not k sr/rkd^: as is a man's foild), fo are his 
other graces; if felth is irt lively exercifo; hcfpt 
will be lively too, and be aS an andior fore attd 
Itedfail; his tOte wfll*^)btmd, for foith works 

in the trisdis df 
tbji^geS^t^aijdhasanexpetlenfoof; 

hell h^foore'fWe ahd dOitfoiftt 'in Ati iRfebttjge 

# 

^ l4niwHi»^4<i * V Canty liii, 6i|^r« ^ ^***»7^* 
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pf dmry i h©*U be fiedfafi and t 

W0^$ oMunding in the work of the LordT, 
3idly» Fro/ptrify arii’es from faith in Ctid and 
hi$ Word; not temporal* but fpiritual prori)erlty 5 
not profperity of body, but prosperity of Ihul > 
fueb aa Gains had, whom the apoftle John thu*? 
Ihjptcs Beiovedi i wi/h above all things^ that 
thou tmyed prof per and he in healthy even as 
. vtky fmilprojpereth^; on which foul-profperity 
fault \m$ a very gicat influence. The Ibul is in 
•good health, and in a profperous condition, whtii 
there is an appetite for the word ; when it hun- 
gei^s and thirfts after righteoulnefs; when it dc-* 
Area the fliiccre milk of the word j wlien it tinds 
it, and eats it by faith; when the word is mixed 
ivith fltith upon hearing* and it is taken in and 
dt^eiled by it; as alio wlien a fl>ul has a com-^ 
fprtable view, by faith, of the fbrgivcnefs of itb 
fins, throng the blood of Chrift; fins are difeafes, 
padton is the healing of them ; and then is a be^ 
Itever in a profperous condition, when the Sun 
of rightcoufnefs rifes on him with this heeding 
in his'wmgs^i and when he, the inhabitant of 
Ziont ftredl not Jay^ 1 am jfcA# the mfon of 
which is, b^cauie the people that dwU therein^ 

fitaU be forgiven their inipeUy^: fo likewife 
% 

7 1 Cor. XV. 58. r S John 2* 

» Mu iv« 2* ^ xx^U 24. 

when 
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wKeU It wan tia» much fpirkual peace at$] 
through bolieviiig in the righteournefs oCCbriftt 
for bis juiliftcattoi); in his biiood for tiie reqaif- 
iionof ius iins; and in bb facriiice for the atone^^ 
rneut of thocn ; and fpiritualjoy is fqch a certain 
tx}iu:oniitsnc» or cdafequence of faith, that it is 
called i/tt joy 0 f faith ; and whoever is pof-* 
ieHed of it, mufl in a ipiritual fbnie he io frofn 
porous circumftancest Such a one is fat and 
Souriihiug, and all he does profpers: and as 
profperity in the text carries in it an idea of vicf # 
tory over enemies, this may be aferibed to faith} 
It is by faith the believer reii&s Satan and his 
temptations: by holding up the fhield of faith* 
he quendfies his fiery darts* and obtains a con* 
quell over him; as he does alfo over the World,the 
men, things and lufts of it x nis is the viBary 
that overtimes the ’marlin even our faith j wka 
is he that overcometh the worlds but hi that 
behevoth that Jefus is the Son of God^P what 
heroic adiQos, what wonderful things have been 
done by faith { men through faith have fubdued 
kingdoms^ ijdrought righteoufmfsi obtainedpro^ 
mifes^ hopped the mouths of Uons^ dec®, and 

c PhiL i. 25. St John v. 6. 

e Heb. VI. j6# 
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¥ 

'fticb be and founihiug cj|r: 

‘cumibnces* <• ^ 

Kit>m tbe whole ^4eam» wb)£^t m 
and precioea grace the grace of fakh i$; wlut 
v& it is of^ what purp^s it ierves^ a^4 what 
kyfluenCe it has upon the ibbiUty aod prck'perity 
of the believer} it is futy k be put out of 
its place i for when it keeps its place 9 i| is yery 
nfefol and iervkeable; but if it is put in ihp 
room of Cbrifb, it is good for nochiug^ 'Care- 
•foi we ihould be, not to afcribe that to the a^» 
which belongs to the obje^l:. It may be known^ 
whether a peribn has this grace or no j for where 
it hf Chrifl: is precious, io t/iem th$t bdUvc he 
is precious^ % it works and fliews itfelf by love 
to him, his word and ordinance^, his people, 
and his ways; and it is attended with good works, 
the fiukfi of tighteouihefs; for fmtk zoiihout 
mrks is dead^: and if periims are fati&fied that 
they have this grace, they ft|ould be thankful 
for it, and attxibuteit, not to the power of their 
own free will, but to the free grace of God, 
it is»for it comes along with tte abun¬ 
dant and fpperabundant grace of God in con- 
verfion. And fucli who have at (honid ^ray for 


f I 


g Jmet ii. ii. 


an 



E 43 J 

tjjcreale of it; Cinte their ftabllity znji fvth 
fperity have fuch a ponnexiouk with it| >*ah<l 
ihould guard againil unbelief; ailid i)jp6n every 
appearance of it^ pray a$ the poor man did, 
pordi I believe^ he^ thou 'fHy unbelief h* 

To conclude, fmce fuch are the advantages 
of believing in God and hia word, take heed, 
brethren, lefl there be in my of you m 
heart pf unheUef in depwrting from the 
ing God '^* 

a Mark xu 34. i Heb. iii* 1134 
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SERMON, 

&c. &c. &c. 


Psalm Ixxxvli. 3. , 

Glorious things are fpoken of ihee^ 0 city of 

Godf Belah* 

S OME think this* Pfalm was written by Da- 
^ vid, under a prophetic view of the^ tem¬ 
ple to be built by his fon Solomon; others, 
that it was compofed by one that returned 
from the Babylonilh captivity, for the coin¬ 
fort of thofe that wept at the laying of 
the foundation of the fecond temple : but 
let it be wrote by whom it will, or on 
whatfoever occafion, it is pretty evident that 
the fubje£t-matter of it is the church of God in 
gofpel-times, efpecially in the latter day gloiy ; 
when there will be abundance of converts in thfc 
places herein mentioned. The tkle of the Sy- 

A 2 



riac verllon is, Concerning the redemption 
Jerufalem.*^ It begins in a very abrupt manner, 
as the Song of Songs does, with a relative with¬ 
out an antecedent j Iiisfoun 4 ^tion is in the holy, 
mountains: thp foundation of the Lord which 
he has laid, wlio loveth the gates of Zion^ and. 
whofe city is here fpoken of, which is founded 
by him; or its foundation, the foundation of 
the city pf God, the phurch, which comes tq 
the fame fenfe; for the church’s foundation is 


^ the Lord’s, being of his laying ^ In allulion 
tp the foundations of Zion and Moriah, op 
which the temple f^ood, a type of the church ; 
or to the mountains round about Jerufalem, 
which alfo frequently liguifics the church ; this 
foundation is faid to be in the holy mountains^ 
or mountains of holinefs; the purpoles^and de-r^ 
precs of God, thole mountains of Iwafs, Zech. 

J » “v' « I 

vi. I. particularly the decree of .ole( 0 :ion, the 
foundation of Godtlmt (lands furc, and is the 
iburce of all true liolhiels; Jikewile the cove- 
,pf gi'iicc, its bleliings and, promifes, fure 


a The Jewifti writers conned): thefe words with the title of tj^e 
Tfalm, and make the fenfe to be this j The feundaiion or aig:u- 
eJUt, the Pfalm, is conarning the holy meuntaint of Zim and 
jerufalem. So Abcn Ezra, Jarchi, Kimchi, and Ben Melech ; 
' fbd^Argum joins them together thus} ** By the fons of Koi-ah, 
afottg thjft is founded by the mouth of the fathers thait 
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^nd immovable, and which provides both far 
jiiiteriial and external holinefs 5 and erpecially 
Jefus Chriil, the Rock of Ages, the fure foun? 
dation laid in Zion, the Holy One of IfraeJ, 
and the fan£lification of his people. 

It follows: T.'he Lord, loveth the gates of Zion 
more than all the dwellings of Jacob ; he loves 
the church, which often goes by the name of 
Zion ; and therefore he has cholen and founde 4 
it, and took up his reft and refidence in it; and 
he loves her gates, or public ordinances, and » 
them that attend them, the work done by them, 
their prayers and praifes, and exercife of graces, 
and every a<ft of religious worlhip : and though 
he loves the dzoellings of Jacob, the private ha¬ 
bitations of his people, having fixed the bpunds 
of them from eternity, and delighted in thefe 
habitable parts before they dwelt in them ; He 
loves the perfons that dwell there, and what is 
done in them, their clofet and family-devotion ; 
yet he prefers public wor(hip and ordinances to 
them, where he is more openly worixiippfid, 
and by more: and which makes more for hi§ 
manifeftative glory: hence follow the vrords feEft 
read, Glorious things are fpoken of th 0 ^l 0 
^ity of God; which is not to be underftood U- 
terally of the city of Jerufalem# though great 
a^d honpurable things might be fpoken of that; 
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0S that It was a magnificent city, compad toge¬ 
ther/ full of (lately buildings, the metropolis of 
Judea, and the feat of the kings of Judah, and 
above all, the city of the great God ; where his 
temple flood, in which were many glorious 
things s where God was worfhipped, and he 
granted his piefence : and many glorious things 
h ive been laid of it, and which have been ful¬ 
filled ; as that the Mefliah fltould come into his 
temple, and give it a greater glory than the fe- 
cotid temple had, which he accordingly has 
done ; here he preached his glorious do£lrines, 
and wrought his glorious miracles ; near this 
place he lufFcrcd, died, was buried, rofe again, 
and afeended to heaven; and here he poured 
forth his holy Spirit, iif an extraordinary man¬ 
ner ; and from hence went forth the word of 
< 

the Lord, and do( 5 frine of the gofpel throughout 
all the earth : but rather this is to be underflood 
figuratively of the church of God, which is of¬ 
ten in Sciipture compared to a city, and is a city 
of God’s building, and where he dwells; the 
name of it is, "Jehovah Shammah^ the Lord 
of which glorious things-may be 
f^id; is that it is the city of the King of kings, 
its foundtitioa is Chrift, ■ its walls and bulwarks 

» b silviii. 3^, 


arc 
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are falvatlon, its gates pralfe j here glorious 
diiiances are adminiftered, and glorious truths 
are preached ; and fo the words may be ren¬ 
dered, as they are in the Syriac verfion, Glo* 
rious things are fpoken in thee, O city of God» 
There are many glorious things which have been, 
fpoken of the church, which have been fulfilled 
already, in the firft times of the gofpel^ when 
there was an increafe of it in Judea, and in the 
Gentile world; when the goljfel was fpread, 
when the apoftles triumphed in Chrlft, and dif- 
fufed the favour of his knowledge in every 
place; when Chrift went forth in their miniftry, 
conquering and to conquer; when paganifm 
was demolifiied, and Chriftianity eftablilhed 
throughout the Roman empire ; and fo likewife 
many glorious things fpoken of the church were 
accomplilhed at the time of the Reformation 
from Popery; when gofpel-light broke forth 
and fpread itfelf throughout feveral nations of 
Europe j but my intention is to give an account 
of the glorious things fpoken of it, which yet 
remain to be fulfilled. 

In my two laft anniverl^y fermons at this tirri$ 
of the year, I have touched upon future things. 
In the former d, I took notice of the feveral rc- 

a Intitlcd, The Watchman*s Anfwer to the Qjjcftiofi, What 
of the Night ? on Ifa. ;txi, 11, 12. 


volutions 
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Volutions of nights and mornings, froni early 
times, to the end of the world, and fhewed yoii 
the dark fide of the cloud, and what a difmal 
iiight we are now entering into. In the latter®,* 
1 pointed at thofe things which Ifrael, or the 
people of God, ought to do in the profpedi of 
fuch times; and now 1 (hall hold out unto yoii 
the bright fide of tlie cloud, and give you, iii 
one view, an account of the glorious things fpo- 
ken of the cluitch of (jod in the latter day i 
and which will be accompliihed both in the Jpi- 
ritual rcig7t, and inthcficrfonal reign of Chrifi:; 
which two are very diftin'dl: tilings, and lie at 
fome diftance from each other, and ought to be 
carefully diftinguiflied, and not confounded: 
by help of which difiiindion, we may better 
underftand many prophecies of the Old Tefta- 
ment which are to be ranged under thefe dlf» 
ferent heads, and to be referred to thefe diftiiui 
periods of time; which are too often huddled 
and jumbled together by thofe that fpeak and 
write of thefe things. And, 

I. 1 diail begin with the fpiritual reign of 
Chrift; by which I mean a future period of 
time eminent for Ipirltuality; for other wife 
Chrift now reigns, not only in heaven, at his 

. • Called, The Pra^ical IinproTement of thit Wntchman^s 
AjilWer, on x Chron. »i, 32# 

Father ^ 
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Father’s right hand, where he miift rcigri until 
art * ene'mies are put under his feet, but alfo ill 
tlie'liearts of his people, by his Spirit and grace; 
into which he enters, as the King of glory, 
canfing the everlafting doors to open to him;* 
wliere he inlplants his grace, as a governing prin¬ 
ciple, fets up his throne, and dwells there by 
faith, and ereds a kingdom, which lies in righ- 
teoulhefs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft; 
and here he reigns in a fpiritnal manner,' and fo 
he has done iii all ages, and now does ; but this 
period of time I fpeak of, will be remarkable for 
his fpiritual prefence among his people; whea 
he \vill come down, in the communications of 
his grace, like rain ufOn the mowen gre^s, at 
Jfiowers that water the earth * ; when there will 
be a large and plentiful efFufion of his Spirit; 
when his people in general will be more fpiri¬ 
tual in the temper of their fouls, and in the 
frames of their minds ; more fpiritual and fa- - 
voury in their difeourfes, and in the whole of 
their behaviour and converfation, and will, emi¬ 
nently worlhip God in fpirit and in truth; not 
tliat they will arrive to a perfe£lion of fpiritu^ 
ality ; though there will be a great deal of light 
and glory break out, yet there will be a mix- 

f Pfal. Ixxii. 6. ^ ‘ 
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turc daifcnefs, obfcurtty, and iniperfc^ion ; 
«« which *thist ftate will difE;r from the per<i>- 
nal reign «of Chrlft, in the new Jerufalcm i of 
which it is faul s, The^ates of it /ball not bejhut 
^ ailhy for there Pail be noni^kt there; 
which of this ftate is thus differently expreflcd^, 
^hy gates Pall be open continually^ they pall 
mot be Put day nor ni^ht : It will be only in 
the perfonal reign, that the church’s fun Pall 
no more go down^ neither fjall her moon with- 
^draw itfelf I when the Lord Pall be her ever^ 
lofting li^JiU and the days of her mourning 
pall be ended\ In this fpiritual reign, there 

will be the miniftry of the word, for the con- 
^rfion of (intiers^ and the admlniflration of or* 
(Hnances, for the comfort and edification of 
laints; all which fuppofe an imperfed ftate: 
whereas in the perfonal reign there will be none 
of tbefe things, nor any need of them, or ule 
fi)r them ; the new Jerufalem church-ftate will 
have no need of the fun^ neither of the moon 
to Jbine in it; no need of the gofpcl, and gof- 
pel*ordinances, to be adminiftered, ns uoW^ for 
tti^^ht And comfort of the faints 5 for thegkry 
God will lighten it^ and the Lamb will bei 

g Rev, xxi. A{. b Ilk. Ix. 11. 
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theli^ht thereof K In the fpiritual reign, tE^ 
temfU of Q0d will be opened in kenven^^ 
the ark of the tefiimony will htfeen {§, it ' $ pub* 
lie wocfliip will be fet up and reftored to it$ 
primitive purity ; but in the perfonal reign, or 
new Jerul^lem church-ft ate, no temple will 
be feen there ; for the Lord God Jlmigh'y, and 
the Lamby are the temple of it The fpi ritual 
reign of Chrlft will be on this earth as it now is; 
and the fame natural and civil a(ftions of life will 
be performed as now, as eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, procreation of*' 
children, carrying on trade and commerce, and 
attmtion to the feveral calliiigs and duties of 
civil life; neither of which will have a place in 
the perfonal reign: it is the prefeut earth that 
will be filled wih the knowledge of the Lord ; 
the kingdoms of this world, that will become 
Chrift’s, when his dominion ftiall be from fea 
to fea, and from the river to the ends of the 
earth as now fituated: whereas the feat of the 
perfonal reign will be the new heaven, and new 
earth, in which no fea will be leen ^; for at 
the perlbnal appearance of Chrift, the earth airf 
the heaven, that now are, will flee away. This 
ipiritual reign of Chrift will take place upon the 

k Rev. xxi. aj. I Rev, xi. 19. » Rev. xxi. 

^ }isu xi. 9, Rev. xi. 1^. Ffal. Ixxii. 8/ ^ Rev. xxi. i. 
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fifing and amending of the witiiefTes Into 
whicli denotes a more pure, fpiritual, lud hej^r 
venly ftate of the qhurch i it will he iiit 4 'o<:luce 4 
upon the blowing of the fev^iith trumpet, when 
the kingdoms of this toorjd flinll be fubjwed to 
Chrift, through the power of his Spirit, anti grace 
accompanying hjs word; when the four and 
twenty elders, the reprelentativcs of golpelr 
churches, fhall give him thanks, becaufe he has 
taken to himlelf his great power^ and has rdgn* 
: till ftate is no other than the Philadel¬ 
phian church-ftate ; all that is laid of that church 
perfe^ly agrees with this, and which will fol¬ 
low upo|i the Sardian church-ftate, in which 
we now are ; fo that we may hope it is at hand : 
and wheieas the Laodicean church-flatc is be¬ 
tween this and the perional reign of Ciiiill, it 
apptars that they are two diftind: things, very 
different, and at I'ome dlllance from each other. 
But to proceed, and take notice of the glorious 
things which lhall be during this interval, or- 
period of time,' And, 

ly?, Thedtftruclign of antichrift is the grand 
leading event to the glories pf this ftate. This 
U lilted at in the epiftle to tlie churqh at Phi¬ 
ladelphia, the emblem of the fpiritnal reign ; it 
ivill be the laft .ftrugjrle of the heaft that will 

p Rcy. 51,15, *?• 
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(^'auffe iliat hour of temptations which JkalicMo 
%LpQrt att the worlds to try the inhabitants of‘it 9'! 
vvlien the feventh trumpet will be fdunded', 
which will bring on the fpiritual kingdom of 
Chrill throughout the world, he will defiroy 
them which dtfiroy the earth^s meaning the 
pifts, who have deftroyed the inhabitaitts of the 
earth with their falfe do£lriiie, fuperftitious 
Worlhip, and with thofe bloody wars, murders, 
find mafiacres, they have been at the bottom of. 
And till this is done, the fpiritual reign cannot, 
take place, efpecially in its full compal's, and in 
all its branches ; for fo long as antichrift reigns, 
the church will be more or lefs in an afflicted 
•ftate : the dates of the church’s troubles, and of 
the reign of antichrift are alike, and will expire 
together: the power given to the beaft, is to 
continue forty aiid two months; and fo long 
the holy city, or church, is to be tfodden under 
foot; and fo long the witneli'es will, prophecy iii 
llickcloth, even one thoufand two hundred and 
threefcore days, which are equal to forty-two 
months ; wherefore there can be no truly good 
and'happy days, till chefe dates are ended. 

The deftrudbion of^'antichrift will be by the 
Spirit of Chrift’s mouths and the brightnefs of 
his coming s; that is, by his coming in a fpiritusil 

r Rev* xj. 28. * z Theff. ii. 8. ^ 

way: 
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way r, or through tlie word of his mouth, hia 
gqfpel^attended by his Spirit and power ? which 
will Ihine out with fo much luftrc, fplendof, 
light, and glory, as will chafe away the dark- 
nefs of Po[xry, and enlighten the minds of peo¬ 
ple, to fee into all th<i fopperies, abfurdities, 
and wickeclncfs of that religion, and caufe them 
to caft it oiT: yea, even to open the eyes of the 
kings and princes of the earth, to behold and 
loath the abominations of the whore of Rome, 
they have commited fornicat'on with; and fill 
them with wrath and indignation againft her, as 
to hate her, make her bare and defolate, and 
burn iicr v%?ith fire ^ 

This work will be greatly effedled by the 
pouring out the feven vials of God’s wrath, or 
the iufiiaing the feven laft plagues upon the an- 
tichriftian ftates, upon the weftern and eaftern 
antichrift, the Pope and Turk; who muft be 
both removed, to mak^ way for the fpiritnal 
reign of Chrift. Thefe feven vials wiU he 
poured out, or thofe plagues inflided by JngeUi 
by whom we are to underftand proteftant kings, 
and |ibccs> and genera^ of armies; and thefe 
wild ^iveii; them by om of the firft of the^t^r 
beafls^ or Iking creatures, the emblems of gof- 
peVmiuifters; who having fomejootice of the 

t XTii, i6> 
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tlmt of an tkhnil's deflru^lion being at bar!<}« 
will ilir tip and animate the chriflian princes and 
potentates, to take this work in hand $ and who 
are therefore fatd to go forth from the temple^ 
the church, the place of divine and fpiritual wor^* 
fhip, and where they themfelvcs are worfhipers ; 
and from thence they have orders to go forth and 
do their work 

The firll Jive of thefo vials concern the weft- 
ern antichriil, and his dominions; between 
which, and the trumpets, there is a great cor- , 
refpondence, though they refpedt different times 
and perfons. The firjl vial will be poured out 
upon the earthy and d^iigns thofe Popifh coun¬ 
tries which are upon the continent, as France 
and Germany, efpecially the latter; and as the 
firft trumpet brought the Goths into Germany, 
fo the firft vial will bring great diftrefs upoA the 
Popifh party in the empire, and iflue in a refor¬ 
mation from Popery. The fecond vial will be 
poured out upon the fea, and may intend the 
maratime powers belonging to the fee of Rome, 
particularly Spain and Portugal; and as the fo* 
cond trumpet brought the Vandals into thefe 
places, fo this vial will affod the fame, af»I 
bring wars and defolations into tbemi, and make 
a change in their religion# The will 

u Rcr. XV. 1. 6, 7. and xvi. 
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te pourd out upon the.riwnf, and jfpujitaihi_ 
^ which m^y ppint to thpfe pl»pes dj®". 

cept to' Ropie,' as I'.taiy and Savpy ! M 
third, kumpet brought the Huns into thofc parts, 
fo this, vial- will bring in large armies hither,, 
which vyill caiife much bippd ihed, and a great 
revoiptiou in church aid Rate. The Jourt/t 
vial will be poured out upon the fun, which 
muft denote lome perfon, or pcrlons of great 
dignify and infl.uence; aiid asthe fourth trumpet 
hrought'deftvufiipn upon flie emperor of Rome. 

' tiie fun of'the empire, and upon governors un¬ 
der him,! fignified by the moOn and ftars; this 
vial wiU bring on the ruin of the Pope of Rome* 

the fun of the.antichriftun empire, With al 
his, cardinals, bithops, priefts, &c. 
vidViRbepo'»f''^““*^ "P®" ihefeai ofthebeafl, 
which is Rom?r ‘he feat tliat the dragon, the 
devil, gave to the beafl, and will J. 

daiknefs in his kingdom; though as yet it w 
L. be utterly d?ftroyed. which is referved fo 
the feventh vial Now thefe fcveral vials, as 
they he fo many plagues on the wefteru an- 

tichtift.. and fo - .n'r 

upon his Rates and dominions, fo they will be 

fotp'any gradual Reps to die advancement of 

the glory aid kingdom of ChriR, and iffue iii the 

reformation of thefe places from Popery, ^be 
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vial will be poured out on the river Euk 
pkratesy wiiich defigns t'he T.urkifh empird, in' 
the njicift of which that river is; and as the « 
trumpet let loofe the four angels> or heads of the 
Ottoman family into Europe, fo this vial af- 
fc< 5 ts the fame empire, and brings deAra6:ion 
op it, fignified by the drying up the waters of 
that river, as Babylon’s deftrudion is exprefled 
by the drying up of her fea, Jer. li. 36. which 
will make way for the kings^ or kingdoms of 
Ike eofly the kingdoms of Perfia and Tartary, 
and others, to receive and embrace the Chriftian 
religion : this is the fecond, or Turkifh woe, 
which fhall pafs awayj;. when the kingdoms of 
this world will become Chrift’s, and his domi¬ 
nion will be from fea to lea, from the Mediter¬ 
ranean fea to the .Perfiaii fea; and from the river 
Euphrates to the ends of the earth. The 
venth vial will be poured out upon the air, the 
whole kingdom of Satan, in all the branches of 
it, who is the priftce of the power of the air 5 
and this vial will clear the whole worldief all 
the remains of Chrlft’s enemies, Pagan, Papal, 
or Mahometan, which the other vials left, or; 
did not reach ^; and now will Chrift’s king- 

v more of thefc vials in rtiy Expofilion of the 15th and 
i6th ebapters of the Revelation ;"and Bedford’s Notes on Kid¬ 
der’s Demoiiilratign of the Meffiah, part 3. p. 
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dom be m its full glory. Now the Ileathetis, 
Papifts, Pagans, and Mahometans, will perifii 
out of his land, and thefe forts of finners will be 
confumed out of the earth, and fuch wicked ones 
will be iio more 

It may be oblerved, that there is a great like* 
ncfs between thefe vials and the plagues of 
Egypt j the noifome fore on men under the firft 
vial agrees with the plague of boils and blains 
^ on man and bcaft; the fea, rivers, and foun¬ 
tains of waters, being turned into blood, under 
the fecoud and third vials, are the fame* W'ith 
the plague which in like manner afFeded the 
w’aters of Egypt; the beaft’s kingdom being full 
of darknefs, under the fourth vial, much refem- 
Wes the grofs and thick darknefs the Egyptians 
were in for fome days; and under the fifth vial 
there is a manifeft reference to the frogs that 
plagued Pharaoh and his court; and the great 
haii-ftorm under the feventh vial bears fome 
rtefembknce to the plague of hail. And this 
obfotVation may confirm the application of diefe 
vials or plagues to the great city, which is fpi- 
ritualiy calkd Egypt and Sodom : and it imjr 
be alfo obferved, that as the plagues of Egypt 
were very tj^uick one upon another, fo it may 
It that thofe vials 

» Pfal. X. and civ'. 36. 
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gui pouring, will fooii be poured outj God will 
make a ihort work in righteoufnefs upon tfe 
enemies of his church : as yer, I take it, n0!|| 
of them are poured out; though fome great an 3 
learned men have fb thought; as yet there have 
been no fuqh devaftatioiis on the continent, as in 
Frpnee and Germany, as to pVoduce the above 
effedts ; nor in the countries of Spain and Por¬ 
tugal ; nor in Italy and Savoy, and the like 
places near Rome ; nor in the feat of the beall, 
Rome itfelf; nor on the Pope and his cardinals ; 
the river Euphrates is not dried up 5 the Otto¬ 
man empire is yet in being ; the Turkifh woe 
is not paffed away; and much lefs the w^orld 
cleared of all the enemies of ChriR and his 
church ; no, before this work is done, the outer 
court muft be given to the Gentiles, and the wit- 
neffes muft be flaln. Had they begun to be 
poured out at the time of the Reformation, as 
fome have thought, in all likelihood they would 
have been finifhed before now ; and antichrifl 
would have been deftroyed, and better times 
than we are now in, would have fucceeded; 
but, however, this we may be affured of, that 
as the plagues in Egypt iffued in the deftrudiioii 
of Pharaoh, and in the deliverance 6f the Ifdael- 
ites, fo thefe vials will end in the ruin of anti- 
chriR, and in the falvation of. the church o 

C 2 Chrift. 
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Clirift, As foon ns thefe things will take place, 
nay,.as (bon as you hear of thofe feveif plagues, 
■fnamediately you hear of perfons on a lea of 
glafs, triumphing o^cr antichrilf, having the 
harps of God, and finglng the long of Mofes 
and ttj^ Lahiby; and no looner is it faid, that* 
Bahyloi^ is fallen^ but voices are heard in hea-. 
ven, afcribiijg falvation, glory, honour, and 
power to God, for his judgments on the great 
whore j declaring that the Lord God omnipo-? 
tent reigneth ; that the marriage of the Lamb ia 
* come, and bis bride made ready ; and proclaim¬ 
ing thern happy that are called to the marriage- 
fupper of the Lamb, *; all which refpecl the 
fpiritual reign of Chrift, now introduced by the 
ruin of antichrift, 

%dly^ There will follow upon this a general 
fpread of the gol'pel; for whicli wmv will be 
made into'the feveral nations of the world, by 
the pouring out c/ the vials. The got|^el had 
a very great Iprcad' in the firll times ot it. The 
apollles having a com million to go into all the 
world, and preach the gofpel to every creature, 
accordingly carried it not only into the feveral 
parts of Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, but into 
neighbouring countries and iflands, Phenicia, 
Vyprus, and Antioch, and even into aill the 

i y Rev. XV. I, 2, 3, * Rev. xix. i, 2.6,. 7. 
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Gei>tile nations; the apoftle Paul hlmfelf went 

from Jerufalem, round about to Illyncura, 

preaching the gofpel of Chrift, which, he fay^, 

was come into all the world, and preached to 

every creature under heaven 5 and by one or • 

other of the apoftles it was carried into all the 

then known part's of the habitable world a, as it 

feems it was to be before the deftrudion of Je- 

rufalem; for our Lord fays gojpel of 

the kingdom Jhall be preached in all the -worlds 

for a witnefs unto all nations^ and then Jhall the 

end come; the end of the world to the Jews,** 

the end of their civil and church-flate, when 

their temple fhould be deftroyed, and not one 

ftone left upon another. And ever fince it has 

been preached in one place or another; ‘knd 

fometimes has had a greater fpread, aiid^fome- 

times a leffer; but now it is brought into a very 

narrow compafs, and lies in very few hands; 

there are but few perfons that preach it in the 

purity of it; the times are now, or near at 

hand, which*Dr. Owen feems to have had in 

view, of whom it is reported he fl\puld fay, that 

the time is coming when a faithful minifter 

would be more precious than fine gold^ even 

than the golden wedge of Ophir ; meaning they > 

would be fcarce and rare, referring to the paf- 

» 

^ Vid, Fabricii Lux Eraugelii, p* 83* b Matt* xxir. 14. 
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fagc in Ifa. xiii. 12. And few th^re are th^t ter 
ceive ^the gofpel in the power of it, cordially 
embrace it, and fincerely profefs it, and walk 
according to it; it looks like the time our Lord 
fpeaks of .when he fhould come, and would not 
be abljs to ^nd faiths the dodrine of faith, on 
the earth c. But though the gofpel is now 
within fuch narrow limits, ere long it will have 
a free courfe, and run and be glorified. The 
earth, the inhabitants of it, will be filled with a 
ipiritual andfaving knowledge of God and Chrift, 
•Communicated by it, and of the truth of it; and 
that not in a fuperficial way and manner, but 
even as the waters cover the fea which are 
very deep, and lirge, and fpreading, and which 
knowledge will be communicated to a large num- 
h^r of perlbns. This will be, when the angels 
.not any particular minifler, as Luther, or any 
other, but a let of gofpel minifters in the latter 
day, fo called from their office, Jball flee in the 
midft of heaven; difeharge their office with 
great readinefs and fwiftnefs, and in the moft 
public manner in the church of God; having 
the e^erlajling gofpel^ not a little dry morality, 
but the gofpel of the grace of God, the good 
ipevi^s pf lifeapd falvation by Jefus Chrift,; which 
>^nfifts of everlafting things, of everlafting love, 

c Luke xtiii. 8.. d 9, 
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an everlafting covenant, an everlafting Sayionf, 
and everlafting falvation; and which was or¬ 
dained before the world, as well as will conti¬ 
nue to the end of it; having this not in their 
heads only, but in their hearts, and in their 
mouths, and a commlflion to preach it to them 
that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, arid people®. Thefe 
will be very diligent and induftrious, fpare no 
pains, be indefatigable in their work j they will 
be manyi and will run to andfro; and by this* 
means knowledge will be increcfed^: this will 
be the time, even in the Philadel|.hian ftate, 
when there will be ah* open door JeU which na 
man can Jhut g; an opportunity of preaching 
the gofpel every where, and which will, be ta¬ 
ken and ufed; when a wonderful door of utter¬ 
ance will be given to minifters of the word, 
who will open their mouths freely and boldly, 
and with great fucccfs. The do£trines of the 
gofpel are the living waters^ fo called, for their 
refrefhing and quickening nature, both to dead 
linners and drooping faints, that at this time 
Jhallgo out ofjerufalmi the church of God; 
ka^ of them towa/rdsfh former fed, or the caft- 

# ern Ifca^i a$ the Targum; the Perfiah fea, 

» * 

e Rct. xiv. 6. r Dan. xii. 4. 

g Rev. iii. 3 . h JmulHdttchit, ;f 
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ivhieh lay eajl of Jcrufalem, and fo befdfe U | 
and half of them towards ihe hinderfeay or the 
weftern fe^ S as the fame paraphirafe; the Medi* 
terranean fea, which lies to the weft of Jerufa-* 
lem, and fo behind it; and both denoting the 
ipread of the gofpel in tlie latter daj^, eaft and 
weft, for the converfton of theeaftern nations iii 
China, Tartary, iPerfia, &c. and for the conver-* 
lion of the weftern nations in Europe ; in fuvt- 
vier and in winter Jhall it beK Thefe wa* 
ters will be ever flowing, thefe doctrines will be 
corfftantly preaching ; nor \Vill the miniftry of 
the word b^hindred by any heat of perfecutioiij 
or by any coldnefs or indifference to if. 

^dlyy There will be very large coiiverfiona 
every where, in the feveral parts of the world ; 
in all Popifti countries, and antichriftian ftates $ 
even the ten kings, that have given tlieir king¬ 
doms to the beaft, have been affociates of anti- 
chrift, and reigned with him, lhall withdraw* 
from him; they and their fubjedls lhall revolt 
from him, and be converted, and embrace the 
pure gofpel: as it will be the chriftian princes 
and potentates that will pour out the feven yials 
on antichrift, they will carry the gofpel with ^ 
them wherever they go; or, however, 

.nifters of it will foUow clofely at their he^^,' 

I Jma mfforbab, " Zeeh* xiv. S* 

way 
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Way being made by the foroier for them, whofe 
kniniftry will meet with great fuccefs *every 
Where ; and thofe that efcapc tlie judgments of 
God in thefc nations, will not only be affrighted, 
at tliem, but will be truly converted by the gof- 
pel, give glory to the God of-heaven^. In 
the Mahometan nations, the Turkifti woe be¬ 
ing paft, and that empire being deftroyed, and 
way made for the gofpel to be carried into the. 
cafteni kingdoms, grefit and large converfions 
will be made by it; there is a moft glaring pro¬ 
phecy of this in Ifa. lx. 7. which whole chapter * 
concerns the fpiritual and pcrfonal reign of 
Chrift; All the Jlocks^ of Kcdar Jhall begaJthered 
together unto thecy the rams of Nebaiotk Jhall 
minij}.cr unto thee j they ffall come up with ac^ 
ceptance on mine altary and I will glorfy the 
houfe of my glory. Now Kedar and Nebaioth 
were the fons of Hhmael, Gen. xxv. 13. who 
fettled in Arabia, the country now poflefled by 
the Turks ^ ; fo that this is a prophecy of the 
converfion of multitudes in thofe parts, where¬ 
by the intereft of Chrlfl: will be increafed, and 
his church glorified. Moreover, in all Pagan 


1 Rev. xi. 13. ™ The Trirgam paraphrafes thefe 

words, “ All the fl^cep of the Arabians lliail be gathered unto 
“ thee, &:c.” as it dots the begi.ining of p:ecedini', verfr', 
Tlu“ snuititude of the Arabians Ih.all fover thee rounJ ahoiu,*' 
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Countries, the gofpel will make its w^ay, and be 
fucccfsful; the covering and veil of blindrefs 
and ignorance, caft and fpread over all people 
and nations ”, will be removed by it; not onlv 
the darknefs of Popery and Maliomctanifm, but. 
the grofs darknels of Paganifm (hall flee away 
at the light and brightncls of Zion’s riling ; the 
Gentiles lhall come to it; the fulnefs and forces 
of them lhall be brought into the church, be¬ 
ing converted by the word: and not only vaft 
•multitudes of the common people, but great per- 
fonages alfo ; kings lhall be enlightened by it; 
thefe lhall come to Chrilf, fall down before him, 
and worlhip him ; thefe lhall come into his 
church, and become members of it; kinss lhall 
be nurjing fathers^ and queens niirjing mo^ 
thers to his people ; they lhall bring their riches, 
lionour, and glory into his houfe, and his faints 
lhall /hd’ the hreafls of kings^^ 'ht enriched, 
honoured, and protecled by them. This will 
be the time when the kingdom and dominion^ 
and the greatnefs of the kingdom under the xohole 
heaven^ fJ^all he gitcn to the people of the faints 
of the Mojl High p ; not that there will be any 
change or alteration in the form or order of ci¬ 
vil government, which will be the fame as 

n Ifa. XXV. o lx. i, 2, 3. 5. u. i6. and 

xlix. 23. rHil. Ixxil. 10, ir, P Dan. vii, 27. 
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now; there will bs kings and queens then, 
as h this time, as thefc prophecies ihejv; it 
will not be until the perfonal reign of Chrift 
takes place, that ail rule^ authority, and power ^ 
will be put down ^: civil magiftracy in the fpi- 
ritual reign will continue as it is ; only it will 
change hands, it will be entirely in the hands of 
Chriftian kings and princes all the world over; 
and no doubt but it will be better exercifed, be 
more orderly and regular ; and that truth and 
righteoulnels will prevail every where. But I 
mull not forget the converfion of that confider- * 
able body of people the Jews, who have been 
preferved a diftind people for Icveral hundreds 
ot years for this purpofe ; the converfion of 
thefe people will be fudden, and of them alto¬ 
gether; a nation Jhall be born at once'^. It 
looks as if their converfion would be like that 
of the apoftle Paul; and he feems to hint that 
it will, when he fays that he, in obtaining 
mercy, was a pattern to them which Jkould 
hereafter believe ^; meaning, perhaps, his own 
country menthat fhould believe in Chrift in the 
latter day, whofe converfion would be fimilar 
to his; that as his converfion was fudden, in 
fhe midft of all his ignorance, unbelief, and re- 
l)ellion, and without the word, by the imme- 

q 1 Cor# XV. 24. t Ifa, Ixvl, 8. * si Titn. i> i^* 
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diate power and grace of God, fo will 
be in* like manner; nor is it likely that theip 
converiion ihould be by means of the word^ 
liiicc tiicre is fneh an averli^)n in that people to 
the hearing of it; and a rare tiling it is to fee a 
Jew in a Chriftian alTtmhly. But, however, all 
llrael fhall be called, converted, and laved ^; there 
is a famous prophecy of this in Hof. iii. 4, 5. iit 
the firil of thefe verfes it is faid, TAe children of 
IJradJkall abide many days without a and 
toiihout a prince ; without any civil government 
* of their own, tht. iceptre having departed from them 
many hundred ycajs ago; and tvilhout a facri- 
Jice, dally or yearly, or on any occafion ; they 
belreviijg it to be unlawful to facrifice any 
where but in their own land, and at Jerufilem, 
and on the altar of God there; and without 
an image, and, xolikout an ephod, and without 
tcraphim; without any manner of idols, or 
idol* worfhip, they being not addided to idola- 
try lince their return from the Babylonifh cap¬ 
tivity : and now as all thefe things are exadtiy 
fulfilled in them, fo will in like manner that 
which follows; Afterwards fiall the children 
oj Ifrael return ; by faith and repentance, from 
their evil way, from their impenitence and un¬ 
belief, and rejection of the Meffiah; c^nd Jeek 
% ' 

t Rom* xi. 26. 

the 
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ihc Lord tlicir God, and David their king } the 
Mcfilih, tlie Ton of David, their King, .n their 
own Targum paraphrales it; and Jhallfear the 
Lord and his goodnefs in the latter days, in the 
fpiritual reign of Chrift« and it is hinted at in 
the Philadelphian ftate, Rev. iih 9. Then will 
the children of Ifrael appoint the'trfelves one 
head, which is Chrift, wliom they will own 
and acknowledge to be their Head, Lord, and 
King; and they pall come up out of the land, or 
countries, where they are, to their own land, 
and great pall be the day of’^jezreel^ \ and this* 
will make a confiderable part of the glory of 
Chrift’s fpiritual reign, 

e^thly. There will be at this time a large ef- 
fufion of the Spirit of God: the prophecy in 
Joel, quoted in Adts ii. 17—20. was very ap¬ 
plicable indeed to the cafe of the apoftles at the 
day of Penticofl, but was not fully accomplifhed 
tlien ; the Spirit was not poured upon allpep^ 
nor were thofe figns in heaven in the full extent 
of them {cm, then predidled in it; the pouring 
forth of the Spirit then was only a pledge and 
earneft of what will be in the latter days; fome 
drops, as it were, were only let down then; 
hereafter: the Lord will pour the water^ out of 
his bucket^ and his feed pall be in many 

Hof* i* zi« 
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ifers^^: It will be owing to this that the above 
events will have their accomplifhment; the dc^ 
ftriKflion of antichrill will be by the Spirit of 
ChrliVs mouth, wljicli will blow a blaft upon 
him ; the luccefs of the gofpcl every wlicrc, and 
the large converlioiis of men, muft be attri¬ 
buted to the plentiful eifufion of the Spirit that 
■will attend it; particularly the converlion of 
the Jews will be owing entirely to the Spirit of 
grace and flip plication'^ poured out upon them, 

^ when they (hall look on him whom they have 
pierced, and mourn; and it will be in confe- 
cjuence of tills extraordinary pouring out of the 
Spirit, that die following things will take place 
in this reign. 

I. The light of thegofpel, both in the preach¬ 
ers and profeflbrs of it, will be very great, clear, 
and didlnfl:; the light of the moony as in the pre- 
fent difpenfation, to which it may be compared, 
fall be as the light of the fiiUy to which that 
difptaifation flinll be like; and the light of the 
fun fkall he fevcnfold, as the light of fevm 
daysy; as if the light of feven days wcrecol- 
Iccltd together, and Ihoiie out at once; hyper¬ 
bolical exprclFions, fetting forth the exceeding 
greatnefs of gofpel light in thofe times: not only 
the watchmen, minifters of the word, Jhall fee 

^ Ni-unb. sxiv. 7, x Zacb, xii, 10, y Ifa, xxx. 36. 
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eye to eye"^^ all truths clearly and 
their ideas and fentiments fhall be regular and 
unitbrm; there will be an entire harmony and 
agreement between them; but even private 
Chriftians, common members, Jha.ll all know 
the Lord, and the things of the gofpel, in a very 
clear and comfortable manner, even from the 
Icajl unto the greateft of them ; when God lhall 
lay ZiorCs Jiones with fair colours^ and her 
foundations xmth fapphircsj make her windows 
of agates, and her gates xoith carbuncles, and * 
all her borders of pleafant ftones ; then all 
her children fmll be taught of GodP, to fiich a 
degree as they never were before, fo clearly, 
fully, and univerfally. 

2. There will be great purity of gofpelnwor- 
Ihip and ordinances; the temple of God will be 
opened in heaven ; the true worfliip of God will 
be reftored, and obferved according to the pri¬ 
mitive pattern ; the ark of the teftimony^ will 
he feen in it; the ordinances of the gofpel will 
be adminiftered according to their original infti- 
tution i there will be no difputes about the form 
or order of church government; every thing re¬ 
lating to it will appear evident; the ordinances 
will be kept as they were delivered; nor will 

• 

^ Ifa. lii, S. Jcr. xxxi. 34. IHi. liv. jij 13. 

c Kev. xi. i<}, 

there 
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there he ahy doubts about tlie manner of per* 
Ibrmiiig them, or the fubjeds to be admitted to 
them, or the ends to be aiifwered by theiri ; all 
thefe things Will ftaiul in a clear light; and there 
will be no ohjedor to them, or any divifiori 
about them; nor will they ever be corrupted 
any more. 

3. Brotherly love, which is now waicen cold* 
will be in its height and glory, agreeable to the 
name of this ftate, Philadelphia which ligni- 
• fies brotherly love : there will be no more con¬ 
tentions, animofitles, and quarrels: Ephraim 
jhall not envy Judi^lh on account of pre-emi- 
nenq^ of office, gifts, and grace; a 7 id Judah Jhall 
not envy Ephraim by an haughty and over¬ 
bearing carriage, or with rvrangling debates, and 
opprobrious language; the two flicks of Ephraim 
and Judah fhall be one in the Land of the Lord; 
there will be a perfect harmony and love, no¬ 
thing to dillurb, diflrefs and make unealy, or 
tend to alienate the affeftions of one from ano* 
ther; there will be no pricking briar^ nor griev* 
tng thorn ® among them; they will be like the 
firft Chriflians, oj' one hearty and of one fouU 
being of one mind^ and of one judgmeniy all llu» 
dying to keep the unity of the fpirit in the bond 
ofpeace, 

a Ifa. xi. 13. e Ezek. xxvlii. 24* 

4. Holinefs'^’ 
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4. iiollnefs, which becomes the houfe of God 
J'or every will rlow adorn every member iij it; 

nor will there be fo much immornlity in the 
world as Jlt this prefent time j holinefs will be as 
common as profanenefs is now j In that day 
thereJhall be upon the hells of the horfes holinefs 
to the Lord—yea, every pot in 'Jerufalem and in 
Judah fleall be holinefs unto the Lord of Hops^t 
Chrlft therefore takes his titles in writing to the 
church at Philadelphia, the emblem of the fpi- 
rltual reign, fuitable to Its ftate: as truth and 
holinels thall then prevail, he addreffes it thus, 
Thefe things faith he that is holy^ ke that is 
truel; truth and holinefs go together; truth 
influences the heart, ¥nd that the life and con- 
vcrl'atioiK 

5. There will be great peace and profperity 

of all kinds, inward and outward, fpiritual and 
temporal; in thofc days of the Meffiah’s fpiritual 
reign, the righteous pLouriJhy and abundance 

of peace fo long as the moon endureth^: as the 
faints will enjoy great peace of confcience,. and 
tranquility of mind, fo they will have nothing 
to difturb them without 5 there will be no more 
perfecution, there will be none to hurt or defiroy 
in all the Lord’s holy mountain^ ; as there will 

g Rev. iii. 7. ^ Pful. Usii. 7. 

be 
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i Ifa. xi. 9. 
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be no difcord among themfelves, fo no did refs 
fmm any enemies; Violence JImll no more be 
heard in their land, nor wafiing and de/lruBion 
TCt^ithn their border O hap])y, halcyon days I 
1 go on to oblei VC, 

II. The glorious things which are fpoken of, 
and will be done in the perfonal reign of Chrfl:: 
towards the dole of the fpiritual reign, things 
will be upon the decline; the Laodicean 
church-date will take place; there wdll be great 
coldnefs and lukc-warmnefs in fpiritual things, 
which will be very offenfive to Chrift; the Spirit 
pf God will withdraw his gracious influences; 
and there will ha little left but external gifts, 
and outward riches and honour, on which great 
ftrefs will 1)6 laid; and there will be great boafl- 
ipg and bragging of them, as being rich and in- 
creafed with goods^ and in need of nothing; 
whenas to fpiritual grace, and the* exercile of it, 
they will be wretched, and miferabk, and poor^ 
and blind, and naked^; and need the advice 
that Chrift gives them, of applying to him for 
gold, white-raiment, and eye-falve : a general 
fleepinefs will felze profeftbrs of religion.; the 
wife as well as foolifh virgins will dumber and 
fleep, when the approach of the bridegroom ia 

k Ifa, lx. i8. 1 Rev. iii. 15, \ 6 , 17, 18. 
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near; immorality and profanenefs will again 
frrcad in the world ; and it will be as in the^days 
of Noih and Lot; and in this condition will 
Chrift djid the world, and the church, whefi he 
comes a fecond time; which is what will In* 
troduce the glory of the following ftate. 

l//, There will be a perfonal appearance of the 
Son of God, and a glorious one it will be : he 
will perfonally apppear, th Lord himfelf (hallde- 
fcend ; not by his Spirit, or by the communi¬ 
cation of his gi ace, or by his gracious prelence, 
as before} but in perfon he will defcend from 
the third heaven, where he is in our nature, 
into the air, where he will be vifible; every eye 
Jkall fee him^ when he cometh with clouds or 
ill die clouds of heaven, which will be his cha¬ 
riot ; lie will defcend on earth at the proper time^ 
and hisfeet Jhall jland upon the Mount of Olives^; 
on that fpot of ground from whence he afeended 
to heaven. Job feems to have this defeent of 
his in view, when he faysp, He Jhall Jland at 
the latter day upon the earth; which feems to 
refped not fo much his firft coming, as his fc- 
cond; fince it is connected with the relurregion 
of the dead. 


n Rev. i* 7, 
p Job*xix, 2^, 
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This appearance of Chrifl will be a very glo¬ 
rious* one j it is called the glorious appearing of 
the great God, and our Saviour JeJiis Chri/i^i 
for he will appear under both characters to his 
people: when he appeared the firft time, it was 
in the form of a fervant, he came not to be ml- 
liiitercd unto, but to minlfter; but now he will 
come as King of kings, and Lord ot lords; then 
he was fent in the iikenefs of finful fldli, to 
bear the finf, and work out the lalvation or his 

^people; but now he will appear witliout fin, to 

put them into‘he full polTclfion ot the falvatlon 
; obtained for them : he will come in hs own 
glory, and tn his Father^s, and oj the holy an~ 
gels ^; he will appear in the glory of his Deity, 
and all the perfections of it i who is the bright- 
nfs cf his Father’s glory, and theexprejs image 
of his perfon^', it will then be evident, that he- 
is the Lord God omnipotent that reigneih; and 
that he is omnlfciciit, the fcarchcr of the hearts, 
and trier of the reins of the children of men*; 
and he will be fecn in all the glory ol his human 
iiature^and with that glory he has with the Fa¬ 
ther as^Iediatori all which, in fome fenfe, 
may be laid to be Ills Father’s, becaufe his divine 


Luke lx. af. 
t Lev. sii", 6. and U. 33. 


q Tit. ii. 13. 
t Hct. i. 3-* 
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glory Is the fame with his Father’s; and lus liumau 
and mediatorial glory is what he has frorn him $ 
and he wilT come with all that power and autho¬ 
rity veiled in him by his Father, as the judge 
ot the world : he will be attended with his holy 
angels, as when on mount Sinai, and as when 
he alcended to heaven ; whom he will employ 
in one kind of fervlce or another, and who will 
make a confiderable figure in this apparatus: to 
which may be added» that all the faints will 
come along with Chrifl; the fouls of all that, 
have departed from the beginning of the world, 
in order to be re-united to their bodies, which 
will now be railed p there will be Adam, and 
there will be Abraham, and all the ante-dilu- 
vian and pofl-diluvian faints, Old and New Tes¬ 
tament ones ; when Chrifl will be glorified in 
them, and admired by them, and they fhall ap¬ 
pear with him in glory. 

2dly, There will be a refurredlion of the bo¬ 
dies of the faints; the dead in Chrifl^ who died 
in union with him, believers in him, and parta¬ 
kers of his ge 2 Ct,Jhall riseJirJl “ j they will have 
the dominion over the wicked in the morning of 
the refurredlion, who will not rife until the end 
pf that day ; there will be a thoufand years difl- 

^ 3 ThciT* iv. i 6 t 
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betweSsn the refurreiflion of tb^ one and of 
t%t c^her ; helice the refurreBion of the jufl w, 
as that is named in diAin<^ion from lhat of the 
iinjuft, is called thefirfi rejurre&ion^. 

This refurre(3:iou will be a very glorious one; 
k will not only be by the power of Chrift, and 
m virtue of union with him, but in entire con¬ 
formity to him; as by him will be the refur- 
r^ion of the dead, and every one will rife in 
his order, and they that are his at his coming, and 
^feecaufe they are his ; fo they will be fa/hioned 
like unto his glorious bodyv; though they 
are laid vile bodies in the grave, they will rife 
glorious ones; the body that is Jbzvn in corriijx-^ 
tion^ vvill be raifed tnincorrupiion\ and though 
fotm in dijkonour^ will hcraifed in glory ; be- 
ingfown in weaknefs, it will be rodfed in pow¬ 
er ; and from a natural body will be rwfed a 
fpiritual one z ; and the righteous^ in foul and 
body, (hallfhine forth as the fun in the king* 
dorn of their Father K 

^dly^ The next thing will be the changeJ|of 
Jiving faints: this is the myfiery the apoftle lays 
he .wbuid fhew the Corinthians ; and perhaps he 
ijwras the 6rfl: man that was led into it, or, how¬ 
ever, the firft that (hewed it to others, that we 

V Luke xiv. 14.X Revt xx. 6. y PhiU iii. ai. 

» I Cor, XV. 43, 43, 44. a Matt. xiii. 44.. 
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jhall not all fleep, or die, we Jhall altM 
changed b ; even thofe that Jie: fuch as 
alive at the coming of Chrift, ftiall undergo at< 
change epuivalent to death; their bodies fhall 
changed from mortal to immortal, from cor¬ 
ruptible to incorruptible ones j and their fouls 
(hall become at once perfectly pure and holy#‘ 

I have fometimes thought, that that change 
which pafl'es upon the hearts of the people of 
God at the inftant of death, or will pafs upoa 
living faints at the time I fpeak of, when hearts^ 
fo full of finfull luft, pollution, and wickcdnefsi 
will be at once cleared of all, is a greater evH 
dence and difplay of * the power of God, than 
the change that paiTes upon their bodies, either 
at the refurreftion, or at this time. This being 
done, thefe living faints changed ,he caught . 
up together with the raifed ones, to meet the 
Lord in the air^ ; where it feems as if he ^nd 
they' (hould flop a wliile, until an after event h 
accomplifhed. 

4 ihfyi The precious duft of the faints being 
collected out of the earth, and their bodies railed 
and united to their fouls, and living ones changed, 
and both taken up from hence; and with' the 
L»ord, tha general cpoflagratlon will hegit^; the 
heavens JhallikW>y with a great rwtfe% and * 

b 1 Cor. :kv. 51. c i Theff. iv. 17. 

the 
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the elements fuall melt with fervent heat I tki 
earth^alfoy and the works that are therein^ 
Jhall be burnt up^ with all the wicked in if 3 
for the heavens and the earth that now are^ 
that is, the earth, with its furrounding atmof- 
phcre, are kept in pore^ referved unto fire^ for 
the perdition of ungodly mcn ^; when, 

^thly. There will fuccced new heavens and 
a new earth, which God has promifed, and' 
which, the Apoftie Peter fays, faints look for 
according to his promif ; and which the apof- 
'tle John had a vihoii ofc. In this new earth 
qhrift will defeend and dwell; here the taber¬ 
nacle of God will be with men, and he Jhall dwell 
with them'^- this will be the feat of Chrift’s per- 
fonal reign; here he will reign before his antieiits 
glorioufly; here he will have his palace, and 
Icecp his court, and difplay his glory, and the 
greatnefs of his majefty j and here his people 
will dwell with him, who will now be all 
righteous^ perfedly fo, even rightcoufnefs itfeif; 
for in thefe new heavens and new earth will 
dwell righteoufnefs s ; nothing fhall enter into 
this glorious new Jerufalem-ftate, that makes 
an aUlmiiiation or a lie 5 it will be perfedly an 

d aPet. iU. 7. ioi ® aPet. iii. ij* xxi. i* 

f xxi. 3 » ^ ^ Pet. iii* *3’ 

Reft xxi. 27. 
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lioiy cityi confiftmg wholly of holy perfons; 
wherefore hlejjed and holy is he that hath*part 
in the firjl refurreBioli .* nor will there be any 
enemy to annoy the faints in this ftate; the 
wicked will be all burnt and deftroyed at the 
general conflagration; the beafl and falfe prophet, 
before this, will be cafl alive into the lake of fire 
burning with brimftone; Satan will be bound 
by Girlft, and call into the bottotnlefs pit, 
where be will remalii till the thoufand years 
are fulnlled : for fo long will this ftate continue ; 
fo long Satan will be bound ; fo long the faints 
will live and reign'with Chrift ^; this will be the 
day oF the Lord, which is as a thoufand years, 
and which thoufand years will be as one day K 
At the clofe of thefe years Satan will be Ipofed 
again, and the wicked dead will be raifed*; 
which, with the whole pofle of devils, will 
make the Gog and Magog army, who* fhall be 
in the four quarters of the world, and go upon 
the brcAdth of the earth; and whofe number 
Ihall be as the fand of the fea, being all the 

h Rev. XX. 6 . i Rev. xi. i—6. k 2 Pet. iii. B. 

1 As 1 do not fiippofe that the earth, at the conflagration, 
will be annihilated, or be deflroyed, as to the fubflance of it, 
only purified by Are, refined and cleared of all noxious qualities, 
and therfore called a mw tarti ; fo (coufidering the omniphtance 
tof God) there cah l>e no difficulty about the repofitories oi the , 
aflies of the v^ckeC or the place from whena€ they will he hiifcd, 
any roote than iibou|t place wheie the dull oi Adajn^ and iUl 
from the beginning of the world, is laid up, - . 
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Wicked that have been from the begin ixing oP 
the world; a large arn^y indeed, fuch au one as 
never was before, confifting of enraged devils, 
and of men raifcd with all tliat malice and wick“ 


ednefs they died in, with Satan at the head of 
them; by whom they will be animated to make 
this laft /eeble and foolifli effort, for their reco¬ 
very and liberty 5 in order to which they will 
compafs the camp of the faints about, the be- 
Joved city; who will be in no manner of pain and 
uneafinefs at the appearance of this feeming for¬ 
midable army ; being clothed with immortality, 
fecured by the power of God, and Chrift being ia 
perlbn with them ; when fire fhall come down 
from- heaven and devour the wicked ; the wrath 
of God fhall feize them, diflrefs and terrify them, 
divert them from their purpolc, and throw them 
into the utmoft ponfternation and copfufionj 
,,and when they fhall be dragged to the tribunal 
ofChrift, and before him, fmall and great, 
and be judged according to their works, and cafl 
into the lake of fire; wlipre they will be in 
, coti^any with the devil, the beaft, and falle 


prophet, and be tormented with them for ever 
and fcver^n. 


‘ - 

■’ ^ This tvifl ifS?^ in the ultimate ^glo^ 5 vyheii 
’ * ^ihe faints fliMi be ever wkh^he^ordf lhall 
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leffionofihdfo 
things which eye hath not feen, nor ear hearjj,; 
^or has it ei^tered into the hea^*t of Ipan tocon^ 
ceivd of. But my intention beir^g tQ give 
yoU’ an account of the glorious things that flball 
be in the fpiritual and perfbnal reign Chrift; 
here 1 ifop, here I ehd,*and clofe all with a 
^ord or two. ./ 

I. All this fhews and proves, that theolktrfcli 
and people of God are the objedbs of his love, that? 
he loves the gates of Zion indeed; the cburchis 
his Hephzibah, in wliom he delights, and to 
^vhom he is married ; and therefore has he faid 
thefe glorious things of her; and therefore will 
he make them good: and if the faints have an 
intereft in the love of Go(b they need not care 
yvhat the tvorld fay or think of them, or wh^t 
they call do unto them ; though^they are with 
them the offscouring of all things, they are 
pious in the fight of God. 

2* It is evident from hence, that the church 


'ay 

I^fon with Father, and' 
company ipf angels, ahdx^ 


pf Chrii[l is lalling and durable, and cannot be 
deflroyed; its foundation is in the holy moun-* 


tains; it is built on a r^k the ptes df lidl 
cannot !|)teyaU againft; Its w^ls, inthe j^ndttial ^ 
reign, ialliattiQn, 
what a 
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rcign,^i3ritlei- the unme of the New J."- 
i^ufatem ? It will continue through every age, 
and come into evefy ftate it is laid it Ihould, 
mid will endute to all eternity* 

j* Seeing fuch glorious things arr fpoken ot 
it, and that by the T/ord, We nerd not doubl, 
but believe, tliere will be a performance 

of them 1 and (hou)d he looking tor them, and 
at the woi/l fliould llfl \ip OMi heads wjth joy> 
Chce our redemption chaw ■» iicu. 

• 4. Happy aie thole th«t belong to this city* 

Who are tellow-citizeus wlihthe laints, and of 
the houlhoid of God; whotl citizcnflnp i> in 
heaven, and theyLa\ea right r<» enter inthrougfi 
gates into the holy c»ty, the new Jciuldem ; 
but inltcrable will thole be that will he with¬ 
out, for wifhou* ate dojs; and then he that is 
unjuft, will be unjuft ftiil; and he that is fil¬ 
thy, will be^filthy ftill 5 and he that is nghte- 
ons, will be righteous ftiil j and he tliat is holy, 
will be holy ftill«. 

n Rev. 3^Mi. II. 
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In the Prefs, a»d ipeedily will be Publiflied, 

A Sermoi^ preached Dec. 17^3, entitled, 

Paith in God^ md his Word^ the JEJlMfJhmnt 
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